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‘What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision 
Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles o: 
God,” Rom. ii, 1, 2. 


II. We shall now attend to some questions that this subject may ~ 


have suggested. 

1. It may be demanded, if the moral condition of the heathen 
has been justly presented ; whether they can be saved at all? Or 
whether they are in a saivable state? To this we answer, that our 
object has not been to prove that heathens are not within the reach 
of salvation, or that they are left to perish in their sins, without a 
possibility of life. On the contrary, we have admitted, and we 
have proved, we hope, that they have the glimmerings of light and 
truth, but in a low degree indeed when compared with the illumi- 
nation of the Bible. They have less knowledge of God, of moral 
evil, of the remedy happily provided for its removal, of the great 
moral duties, and of the doctrine of immortality ; and in the same 
degree that they are defective in a knowledge of these truths, they 
cannot be influenced by them, or act in conformity to them. Stil! 
we conceive they are in a salvable state. Our main design has 
been to show by the contrast which we have drawn, that the ad- 
vantage in favour of the Christian is * much every way ;” but that 
his chief advantage is, in having the * oracles of God.” The one 
then has little light, the other has much: the one has ten talents, 
and the other but one. Or, in other words, the one has the 
‘* oracles of God,” and the other has them not. We maintain the 
salvability of the heathen on the ground of the universality of the 
atonement by Jesus Christ. If Jesus Christ by the grace of God 
tasted death for every man, he tasted death for the heathen, or the 
heathen are not men, or the term, every man, does not mean ali 
men. If the Saviour “is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
our sins only, but also for the sins of the whole world,” he is then 
the propitiation for the sins of the heathen, or the heathen are no 

part of the world. If it be true, that where sin hath abounded, 

grace did much more abound, then the grace of God in Christ 

Jesus has extended to the ieathen, or sin hath not abounded 

among the heathen. If the heathen are totally beyond the reach 

of salvation, then should the commission under which ministers act 
VoL. XI. November, 1828. 4] 
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be changed, and under this charter they should not be required 
to go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
Neither on the other hand should they have been directed to dis- 
pense this word of life to all men, if they can be saved as well 
without as with it. If then any portion of the heathen, or any 
portion of the Christian world, be in a condition that excludes the 
possibility of salvation, it is not the act of God, but their own act, 
for God wills not the death of any. 

2. It may again be inquired, if the possession of the oracles of 
God gives the Christian so decided an advantage over the heathen 
in religious knowledge, on what ground can the salvation of the 
heathen be effected at all? Or can their salvation be accomplished 
under less favourable circumstances than are allowed under reve- 
lation ? 

We reply, that although Paul, in answer to the questions pro- 
pounded in the text, admits that revelation affords advantages 
much every way to those who have it, he does not thereby exclude 
others from all means of information. He means only to show, 
that revealed truth gives a decided superiority, and imposes < addi- 
tional obligation. He never could have meant to sanction that 
opinion of the proud Jews, that went to exclude the Gentiles from 
all participation of the divine favour, because they had less light. 
On the contrary, he considers even their degree of light evidence of 
God’s good will towards them, “for God hath showed it unto them.” 
The Jews moreover are taught, that if this small glimmering of 
light on the part of the Gentiles is improved, that they shall judge 
the Jews, who offend against a much higher dispensation of mercy. 
« And shall not uncircumcision, which is by nature, if it fulfil the 
law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost trans- 
gress the law ?” 

But surely it does not follow, that because the heathen have not 
the gospel, that they are therefore excluded from every degree ot 
light. The apostle maintains, that * when the Gentiles, “which 
have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these having not the law, are a law unto themselves: which show 
the works of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also 
bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or 
else excusing one another.” How came the work of the law to be 
written in their hearts ? They did not write it there themselves. 
it must, we think, have been written by that light which lighteneth 
every man that cometh into the world. It was this light, we sup- 
pose, that gave them what little knowledge they possessed of 
justice, mercy, temperance, and truth. And if they so acted, in 
the discharge of these duties, as to secure the testimony of their 
own conscience, what more should be exacted of them? For God 
requireth not that of a man which he hath not, but that which he 
hath. Since then God is no respecter of persons, and only requires 
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the improvement of what he gives, we think the conclusion is 
authorized, ‘that in every nation he that feareth God and work- 
eth righteousness, (according to the light he hath,) is accepted of 
him.” But if they disregard this small portion of favour, and the 
most of them do this, they shall perish without law. 

If however it be true, as some contend, that a large portion of 
the heathen possess no moral ability whatever, then we think the 
consequence is inevitable that they will be saved, on the same 
principle that idiots and infants are saved; that is, through the 
infinite mercy of God in the great atonement, without any refer- 
ence to their conduct. But we must contend that we have no 
warrant from the Scriptures for believing that any portion of them 
are left in a state so forlorn and destitute, though their condition 
is involved in great mystery. We have also admitted that the 
nations had some traditional light; the glimmerings of which appear 
in their records and legends. The lapse of years certaiily, how- 
ever, left but faint traces of it. Still something remaiuved. 

The intercourse the heathen had with the Jews who were scat- 
tered over the earth before and since the Christian era, also gave 
them opportunities of ascertaming many truths. That before the 
descent of the Holy Ghost, the Jews were widely dispersed, 
appears from the fact, that on the day of pentecost there were 
“ dwelling ai Jerusalem, Jews, devout men out of every nation under 
heaven.” The Gentiles liad also commercial intercourse with the 
people of Israel. It is hardly supposable that the heathen gene- 
rally derived no advantage from all the above means of information. 
It is known, likewise, that at ap early period the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament were rendered into Greek, a tongue spoken by a 
large portion of the heathen. That many of them read this, cannot 
be doubted. 

But after all that we have said on other means, we think the 
principal source of their illumination is the law written in their 
hearts, or some sense of right and wrong, impressed on their 
minds by the Spirit of God. "Their consciences could teach them 
nothing ; legislation is never ascribed to this faculty of the mind ; 
it is merely a witness testifying its approbation, or the reverse, as 
their conduct agrees, or is at variance with the law of their minds. 
That God can, if he please, enlighten the minds of men by his 
Spirit, with or without the gospel, who will deny or doubt? Still 
we maintain, and have maintained, that the most efficient means 
is the gospel ; and which, in order to accomplish its designs, must 
be preached in all the world, as a witness to all nations. 

3. Butif the salvation of the heathen be possible without revelation, 
why send it to them? To this question we ask your more special 
attention, since it is often propounded, and propounded too with 
triumph, as though it were unanswerable ; or rather as though it 
rendered the expediency of the exertions of the Christian world to 
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send it to the heathen, doubtful, if not unnecessary. I add, more- 
over, that it has been with a view to its bearing on this point, that 
we have considered this whole subject. The question with us, it 
will be perceived, is not, whether the heathen, or any of them, can 
be saved without a written revelation, but whether revelation does 
not better their condition in this life, and most effectually favour 
their attainment of salvation? And whether more of them would 
not be finally saved with revelation than without it? If revelation 
does not better the condition of man in this life, to what shall we 
ascribe the superior attainments in Christian countries? Have we 
uot seen revelation and civilization regularly follow each other ; 
und have not just and equitable Jaws in all Christian lands been 
ingrafted on the principles of revelation? It gives security to pro- 
perty, and all the just rights of mankind. Especially does it pro- 
tect human life, and stamp upon it the highest dignity, because it 
gives to man immortality. Christianity raises the female portion of 
the creation to their pr oper rank in society. It secures concord 
and harmony, because it teaches forbearance and kindness. To 
ihe desponding and the sinful it addresses its exceeding great and 
precious promises, by which they are made partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust. ‘* Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” It teaches the 
happy philosophy, by which even the ills of life are made subser- 
vient to our felicity, since it allows us to ‘rejoice in tribulation, 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience, and patience, expe- 
rience, and experience, hope, and hope maketh not ashamed, 
because the Jove of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost, which is given unto us.” It not only enables us to obtain 
much good for ourselves, but to do infinitely more good unto 
others. While the heathen are cold, selfish, and parsimonious of 
their acquirements, the gospel warms and liberalizes the Christian 
mind, and inspires it with good will to all mankind, so that he 
does good unto all men. 

But who that knows the Bible, and has felt in any degree that 
the gospel is the power of God, can doubt that it most effectually 
favours the attainment: of salvation? Yes, that salvation after 
which all sigh, but which is only seen without a veil in the gospel. 
But what is it which renders the gospel so potent and mighty in 
the pulling down of strong holds, and turning men from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God? Is it not the 
majesty of the truths it bears to the mind, and which are carried 
home to the conscience ; truths of God, of the nature of sin, and 
man’s depravity, of salvation by faith in the blood of the covenant, 
and of the duties men owe to each other ; all of which are enforced 
hy the realities of a future state of retribution. And so clear is 
this word in its enunciation, that it commends itself to every man’s 
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conscience in the sight of God; and comes “not in word only, 
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.” 
But its leading topic is Jesus Christ and kim crucified ; in this 
Paul gloried, in this every man glories who knows his want ; and 
this truth, above all others, is adapted to the condition of the sin- 
ner: to humble him, and to exalt him; to bring down his high 
imaginations, and to excite his faith and his hope. 

But if you would know the energy, and the glory, and the 
triumphs of this ministration of mercy to mankind, look at the 
success which it has attained. See its success among Jews and 
Gentiles, but especially the latter. Under one sermon preached 
by Peter, three thousand of the former were converted ; and to 
these many thousands more were soon added. The gospel in a 
short time was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and every where 
with effect. 

It was likewise carried into the heart of Greece. Churches 
were soon planted in Corinth, in Athens, in Berea, in Thessa- 
lonica, and in Philippi, as is evident from St. Paul’s epistles di- 
rected to the churches in these cities. It found its way in a short 
time into Rome also, the seat of empire. And although it was 
opposed by wealth, power, prejudice, heathen superstition, idola- 
try, ignorance, and the power of darkness, yet it triumphed. It 
established itself, and carried its blessings into all these dark places 
of the carth, and was a light to lighten the Gentiles. Nor was it 
the lower sort of the people only in these places that first embraced 
the truth. Among the earliest converts we find men of the high- 
est rank and character; such as Sergius Paulus, proconsul of 
Cyprus, Erastus, treasurer of Corinth, Dionysius, a member of 
the senate of the Areopagus in Athens ; yea, and the domestics of 
the emperor himself. And finally this word of truth, in the hands 
of men without fame, without worldly power or patronage, with- 
out riches or honours, subdued the Roman empire itself to the 
profession of the cross. 

And after all this shall we be told that men can be saved as well 
without the gospel as with it? That other means produce the same 
effect ! Is not the supposition a reflection on divine wisdom ? But 
although we admit the fact, that salvation without the gospel is pos- 
sible, yet we do not admit that any other means are as effectual or 
as certain. The great question is, what means have the highest 
claim and the highest character, and of course produce the most 
success? Is it not the gospel? And should we not then send this 
gospel to the heathen? {t never can follow, that because they may 
be saved without it, that they cannot be better saved with it, any 
more than it would follow, that because men could live without the 
light of the sun and moon, that therefore they can live no better 
with these lights ;—nor would it follow, that because they could 
live without houses, that therefore they can live no better with 
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them. If then this means of mercy takes precedence of all others, 
in point of clearness and effect, are we not warranted in the con- 
clusion, that it will do vastly more for man, and be effectual in the 
salvation of many more than all other means? See the sudden 
and great effect which has often attended a reception of the truth 
among heathen nations. The light of nature, and the discoveries 
of man, aided by all their traditionary advantages, have never 
accomplished such things for the benefit of mankind, or any thing 
like them. 

But would more of the heathen be saved with the gospel than 
without it? The supposition, that many more are not saved with 
it than would be without it, is monstrous. Can it be supposed the 
blessings of the gospel relate merely to bettering our condition in 
this life? Or must it be supposed, that the whole effect of it will 


be lost as to any additional number that may be saved by it? It 


this supposition was even granted, I would still say, give me the 
gospel ; but if it will be the means of bringing many more sons to 
God and to glory, I say, much more, give itto me. It does appear 
to us, that in consequence of the preaching of the gospel, both in 
ancient and moderi: times, many will be saved that otherwise 
would have been lost. 1 must believe this, or admit the doctrine 


of unconditional decrees. Does not our Saviour teach us, that if 


the mighty works which he did in Chorazin and Bethsaida, had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago 
in sackcloth and ashes; and that if Sodom had been favoured as 
Capernaum then was, it would have remained to that day. These 
passages show at all events, that some, under other and more 
favourable circumstances, would have repented in sackcloth and 
ashes. And that had ancient Sodom been blessed in an equal 
degree with Capernaum, it would have still existed. But the 
message of salvation, though rejected in a great degree by Cho- 
razin and Bethsaida, was most gladly received by many cities of 
the Gentiles, who otherwise, in all probability, had not repented, 
and would have shared the fate of Sodom, and of Tyre and Sidon. 
It perhaps may here be asked, if more favourable means of mercy 
would have eventuated in the repentance of the above cities, why 
were not these means granted? I answer, because the means 
they had were sutlicient to leave them without excuse. And be- 
cause God in wisdom did not see proper to give them the same 
light that he afterwards gave to others. 

The conclusion, then, we deem correct, that more will be event- 
ually saved by the ministry of the word, than would be without it. 


This conclusion is greatly strengthened by the consideration of 
a y g y 


the great moral and religious change that has taken place, wherever 
the gospel has been preached ;—irom the great efficiency of the 
ministration itself, which ‘is glorious’”—as also from the predic- 


tions of the ancient seers, which relate to the abundant light that 
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should be poured forth on the Gentiles, who with their kings 
should come to the brightness of the rising of Messiah. But more 
especially may we anticipate these results, when we consider the 
wonderful effect that the superior motives of revelation are calcu- 
lated to produce on the hopes and fears of mankind; motives 
drawn from the overwhelming subjects of the future retributions 
that are announced in the word of God. If these effects may 
follow the dissemination of the truth, and the extension of the 
light of the gospel, we say, shame upon the man who shall lift his 
hand against it. 

That three hundred and eighty millions of the inhabitants of the 
earth should to this day be left destitute of those means of salvation 
that abound in Christendom, is indeed a mystery. But, as Dr. 
Clarke has remarked, Europe, and especially Christian Europe, 
has got the Bible; and God requires Europe to send the Bible 
throughout the earth. And we would ask, whether God does not 
require America to aid Europe? Does he not require of us to 
send the word of life to the pagans of our continent? Among 
the red men of our forests a great and effectual door is opened, 
and a thousand voices say, ‘ Come over and help us.” And shall 
we not go? Shall we not rush into every opening door, and say, 
Behold the Lamb? Already the wilderness and the solitary places 
begin to rejoice, and the desert is blossoming as the rose. And if 
with that promptness which the occasion demands, and with the 
zeal that inspired our fathers, we go forth in the name of the Lord, 
the sound of the gospel shall extend from valley to valley, and from 
mountain top to mountain top, and ‘instead of the thorn and the 
brier, shall be the fir tree, and the myrtle tree, which shall be to 
the Lord for a name, and an everlasting sign which shall not be 
cut off.” Until we make these efforts, and as instruments enlighten 
the darkness of the wigwam, we shall not discharge the immense 
debt we owe the Indian It is true we cannot all go forth to 
convert the Indian tribes, but we can pray for those who are in 
the field, and can send them aid. We can cheer, by the tokens 
of our affection, the hearts of many who at this day are reclaiming 
these wandering tribes, perhaps the descendants of the lost tribes 
of Israel. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


— 


MEMOIR OF THE REV. SAMUEL DAVIS. 


Tue following biographical sketch of the late Rev. Samuer 
Davis, drawn chiefly by the Rev. J. H. Fielding of Pittsburg, 
(now of Madison college, Uniontown, Pa.,) was originally designed 
for publication in another form, in a memoir intended to have been 
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prepared by the present editor. Various circumstances obstructed 
the execution of that design ; and the sketch is now submitted here, 
with very little alteration. It is only necessary to add, in farther 
explanation of some allusions contained in it, that Mr. Fielding 
was originally engaged in the preparation of it at the instance of 
a mutual friend, (the Rev. Charles Avery of Pittsburg,) whose aid 
in obtaining materials for the contemplated work had been soli- 
cited by the intended editor. Some farther account of our late 
excellent brother, and particularly of his. last illness and death, 
will probably appear in a future number. 


Dear BrotuEerR,—When you expressed a desire that I would 
commit to writing what | could recollect respecting the character 
of our lamented brother, the late Rev. Samuel Davis, as developed 
during his residence in this city; so full and so plainly did that 
estimable character appear to my view, that | thought, should my 
time permit, I.could easily comply with your request. But I am 
now compelled to acknowledge a greater obtacle than the want 
of time. On sitting down to the pleasing melancholy task, I find 
it to be, to me at least, a most difficult one. The characters of the 
good and the useful are generally composed of features so minute 
and delicate, that, however conspicuous and impressive they may 
be, combined as a whole, when we attempt to seize them for 
description, they often elude our grasp: so that we are liable not 
only to fail in attempting to explain the cause of our esteem or 
affection, but to make it appear very inadequate to the effect 
ascribed to it; and. thus the object of our admiration suffers under 
our praise. It requires a master’s hand to collect, arrange, and 
combine, the lines and colours ot character, so as to produce a 
faithful representation of the original. 

What increases the disadvantage here is, that a memoir like 
this, of a life unvaried by curious incidents, must owe its interest 
and its value entirely to excellence of character. 

It is not difficult, indeed, to bestow general and unqualified 
praise. ‘The writer whose object is, at all events, to compose a 
eulogy, has comparatively an easy task. But this, I am convinced, 
is far from the intention of the memorialist of our departed bro- 
ther; else there were no necessity to search for materials. Indeed, 
Samuel Davis needs no other eulogy, than a fair delineation of his 
character: and, though I cannot pretend to pourtray it with the 
exact lines, or glowing colours of life, yet, as well as I can, ina 
few hasty sketches, I shall endeavour to trace my recollections of 
him. I shall state, in some points, what I believe him to have been, 
as a man, as a Christian, and as a minister of the gospel. 

By nature brother Davis appeared to have been of a quick and 
ardent temper, and a disposition lively and social. Grace, how- 
ever, had subdued his natural warmth, and sobered his vivacity ; 
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and so great was his fear, lest his natural levity, which he consi- 
dered his besetment, should betray him into expressions and beha- 
viour unbecoming the dignity of his office, that his habitual effort 
to suppress that propensity, gave him, in the eyes of some, who 
knew not, and therefore could not appreciate the cause, a distant 
and unsocial aspect. It was only in the company of intimate 
friends that he could divest himself of the reservedness of manner 
which this circumstance occasioned, and allow free course to his 
agreeable flow of spirits. 

Brother Davis’s piety was deep and uniform ;—not subject to fluc- 
tuations, like the ocean’s ebb and flow. So habitual and constant 
was his devotional spirit, that he was always prepared to engage 
in the exercises of religion: and the transition to these exercises 
from common affairs or conversation, appeared to be made with- 
out an effort. 

His religion was of that kind which our vale of tears requires, 
affording consolation and joy. On all proper occasions, he de- 
clared his experience of the assurance and the enjoyments of 
Christianity. The religion which is unaccompanied with power 
and consciousness, with love, joy, and peace, he considered a 
nonentity. 

His views of the Christian character were very exalted. He 
had combined in it every virtue and every grace. In his estima- 
tion, to be a Christian, was to be whatever is true, and dignified, 
and pure, and lovely. His Christian was the saint and the hero ; 
in whose presence the great ones of the earth shrink into insignifi- 
cancy. How indignantly have I heard him speak of this world’s 
highest possessions, honours, and pleasures, when placed in com- 
petition with religion. Truly he gloried in the cross of Christ, 
through whom the world was crucified unto him, and he unto the 
world. He counted all things but loss, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord. 

The dignity of the Christian character was a favourite theme 
with him. Who can forget, that has ever once beheld, the bright- 
ening glow of his expressive features, while describing the man 
created anew in Christ Jesus,—in whom dwells the Spirit, and 
who is sealed with the image of God. Some, indeed, might 
have thought that he dwelt too often and too impressively on the 
proportions and beauty of the superstructure of the Christian 
edifice. But, if it were necessary, St. James might be his apologist, 
who says that “pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this,—to visit the fatherless and the widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” But 
our brother needs no apology : his foundation was sure and deep ;. 
it was the rock of ages. 

The chief object, however, in reviewing the life of our depart- 
ed friend, should be his ministerial character: and it is in this 
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view, certainly, that he appears in the most interesting and 
instructive light. 

When first impressed with the conviction, that a dispensation of 
the gospel was committed to him, his feelings, he has stated, were 
those of deep and painful anxiety. The importance of the sacred 
office inspired him with awe ; its high responsibility filled him with 
dread ; and surely nothing less than the imperious call of duty, 
and the deplorable circumstances in which he beheld a world of 
sinners, could have forced him to assume it. When placed in this 
new and important relation to the church, he was laborious, and, 
{ may add, successful, in qualifying himself for its duties ; he was 
faithful in the discharge of them, and zealous in promoting the 
cause he had espoused. 

He was an indefatigable student. Indeed some thought too 
much of his time was spent in seclusion. If this were a fault, 
however, it certainly leaned to the side of safety ; and, in him at 
least, it proceeded from a conscientious motive, which those who 
were most apt to condemn him, were incapable of appreciating. 
In refraining from visits, while some thought he did so through 
neglect, he was exercising a considerable degree of self denial. 
The truth is, as I remarked above, he was naturally fond of society ; 
and he feared that the indulgence of his social feelings might tres- 
pass on his precious time, retard or prevent his improvement, and 
leave him unfurnished for his important work. He therefore gave 
himself to reading. How else can those who are sensible of a 
deficiency in their early education supply that defect? And yet, 
is it not a melancholy truth, that some, of confessedly slender Jite- 
rary qualifications,—and I utter it not with a censorious tongue,— 
employ many of those golden hours in unnecessary visiting and 
unprofitable conversation, which should be devoted to mental 
improvement? Visiting, indeed, is a part, and an important part, 
of the ministerial duty. But when it is recollected, that the visits 
which claim the rank of duties are ministerial visits, I fear that 
those who are most ready to plead them as their excuse for declining 
study, have yet a legitimate apology to find. 

It is not admitted, however, that brother Davis ever hesitated, 
when invited by the call of duty. The poor, the afflicted, the 
penitent, the newly converted, the lukewarm, the fallen, were dili- 
gently sought after, and received respectively, the comfort, the 
advice, or the warning, which their cases demanded. 

With these just exceptions, brother Davis was sparing of his 
visits. His early education bad been limited ; being chiefly con- 
fined to those qualifications which are deemed requisite for the 
common business of life. I do not know, that before his intention 
of engaging in the work of the ministry, he had acquired any 
science which was afterwards of much use to him, except some 
knowledge of mathematics. He had prepared himself, 1 think, 




















i te: Ee sae 


























Memoir of the Rev. Samvet Davis. 41} 


for the business of surveying land; and had dipped rather more 
deeply into the theory of mathematical science than is generally 
necessary for the practical purposes of that art. He possessed a 
mind too inquisitive to rest satisfied with the knowledge or use of 
a practical rule, without understanding its rationale. There is 
reason to believe that his mathematical taste had some influence, 
in giving his mind that turn for close reasoning, which he after- 
wards manifested. 

His progress in the path of knowledge was even more than pro- 
portionate to his application. Beside his primary object, theology, 
in which his attainments were very respectable, he obtained a good 
acquaintance with history, geography, astronomy, natural philoso- 
phy, and the philosophy of the human mind. He had commenced 
and made some progress in the Latin language, but afierwards 
abandoned it for the study of Greek and Hebrew ; languages s0 
interesting and so useful to the student of the Bible. His know- 
ledge of geography, I know to have been accurate and extensive, 
and I have known him to devote whole nights to the divine science 
of astronomy ; when the heavens did indeed declare to his mind 
the glory of God; when his susceptible soul has caught the afflatus 
of inspiration, and soared among the sublimest objects of creation. 
Although not in the habit of making allusions, in his preaching, to 
things of this nature, yet when he did, it could be clearly seen,— 


yes, felt,—-that it was not the mechanical and pompous flourish of 


the would-be orator, but the spontaneous effusion of a soul awfully 
impressed with the grandeur of the works of Omnipotence. His 
favourite study, however, next to divinity, was the mental consti- 
tution of man, which, perhaps, if properly pursued, is one of the 
best auxiliaries to a minisier of the gospel. 

Neither the natural talents nor acquirements of brother Davis can 
be fairly estimated by his written compositions. His practice in 
this way was but limited. I believe it was in this city that he first 
began to commit his thoughts to paper. Very few pieces which I 
have seen, even after making due allowance for the living effect 
of delivery, could be considered as just specimens of his pulpit 
manner. Perhaps the discourse delivered before the sabbath 
schools, of which I have the only accurate copy, comes the near- 
est to it. However, it brother Emory have access to his papers, 
no doubt he will discover, perhaps amidst some inaccuracies of 
language and of arrangement, not only traits of a naturally 
vigorous mind, but marks of a mind rapidly going forward in the 
path of knowledge. 

But it was in the pulpit that his profiting was most manifest. 
While it is known to his friends that he approached the sacred 
desk with fear and trembling, when there he was evidently in his 
element. But I need say little about his preaching talents, as 
brother Emory, if he has not himself frequently heard him, can 
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have better information from other sources. His subjects were 
always of an important nature, and his texts judiciously chosen. I 
have already hinted, that be dwelt much and often upon the dig- 
nity and duties of the Christian character. He had also studied 
the doctrines of the gospel deeply, and could clearly unfold and 
successfully advocate them. His discourses here, on divine reve- 
lation, the divinity of Christ, the atonement, justification by faith, 
will not easily be forgotten. He sometimes engaged in the Cal- 
vinistic controversy, for which he was well qualified, by the perusal 
of the greatest works on both sides of the question. 

He displayed, I think, a considerable share of the useful talent 
of expounding the sacred text. Exercises of this kind formed a 
great and profitable portion of his discourses in this place. He 
possessed a taste for textual criticism; and it was this which 
induced him to engage in the study of the original languages of the 
inspired writings, and to explore, as he did, the history, manners, 
and customs of the orientals. 

In his method of treating his subjects, he might claim some 
originality; though he may have been sometimes defective in lo- 
gical arrangement. He reasoned rigidly; and his language was 
natural, energetic, and sometimes poetically beautiful. In his 
expression, though his only study was to be clear and forcible, 
yet the graces of rhetoric frequently came, unsought for, to his 
service. But, above all, his preaching possessed one quality, 
which was at once its charm and its strength,—the unction of 
grace. The sacred influence which pervaded his exercises, was 
felt and acknowledged by all. 

Like his life, the preaching of brother Davis was uniform and 
equable. Though he often soared, he never could be said to sink 
below mediocrity. We have heard preachers whose lofty flights 
could not make amends for their offences against good taste and 
correct expression ; if not even against sound sense and pulpit 
decorum. Brother Davis did not think that any talents he might 
possess gave him a license to indulge in rant and rhapsody, or to 
profane the sanctuary with misplaced humour. 

His manner was solemn and impressive. He always appeared 
filled with his weighty message. The truths which he delivered, 
while they communicated conviction to the hearer, conveyed, at 
the same time, an affecting persuasion of the deep conviction of 
the speaker. 

But his great forte I think lay in exposing the vanity and mean- 
ness of sinful pleasures ; in stripping the sinner of every refuge. 
In his appeals to the conscience he was overwhelmingly great. 
He had a sarcastic expression, both of language and countenance, 
which, while enough of humour mingled with it to render its object 
ridiculous, contained sufficient point to sting deeply, and bore suffi- 
cient solemnity to impress with awe. The affectionate persuasion, 


























ey : ie OS eS 
oes, ae 








JMemoir of the Rev. Samuet Davis. 413 


to which from this he never failed to make a quick transition, was 
almost irresistible. . 

But I have dwelt perhaps too long, and I fear inadequately, on 
this theme. For I feel I cannot accomplish my object. My pow- 
ers are too feeble. I shall therefore only add on this head, that 

He was successful ;—the surest test, if not of what are called 
splendid talents, at least of the efficiency of the instrument. If 
any then seek for a proof of his ministry, we direct them to the 
hearts of his spiritual children, in which they may read his com- 
mendation. He was certainly the honoured instrument of a 
great revival in this city: though in his account of that work, as 
published in the Methodist Magazine, he modestly kept himself on 
the back ground, in his search after other instruments. 

He was very tenacious of the propriety of the ministerial cha- 
racter ; and uncommonly circumspect to avoid the scandals which 
young men are exposed to. 

His attachment to the Methodist Episcopal Church was very 
warm and decided. And his veneration for the character of its 
first founders, was uniformly attended with an imitation of their 
disinterestedness, their simplicity, and their zeal. 

He was a strict disciplinarian. Some thought him too severe, 
and too positive in his decisions and measures. His severity arose 
from his love of order. As to the positiveness of his manner, it 
may be attributed, partly to a cast of countenance and tone of 
voice, which, I am convinced, expressed more than he felt ; and 
partly, no doubt, to the confidence of rectitude. 

If I knew any other shades in his character, I would set them 
down. 

The high esteem in which our citizens held him, was manifested 
in the immense multitude which filled and surrounded the church 
when he delivered his valedictory discourse ; which, as if directed 
by a spirit of prophetic despondency, almost every one called his 
funeral sermon ! J.H.F. 


Pittsburg, 26th March, 1823. 
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I{icuty and deservedly as the 
name of Fletcher is venerated, 
both in Europe and in America, 
indeed we ought now to say in the 
world, not only by Methodists, but 
by thousands of other denomina- 


tions, we are nevertheless appre- 


hensive that his JVorks are not 
owned and studied as extensively 
as they should be. The present 
crisis, if we mistake not, peculiarly 
demands that, in conjunction with 
the sacred oracles, we should make 
ourselves well acquainted with 
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these volumes. They contain, in 
our judgment, the ablest exposi- 
tion and vindication of the genuine 
doctrines of grace, and “the more 
distinguishing truths of the gospel,” 
and the fullest and most conclu- 
Sive refutation of the counter sys- 
tem for which our Calvinian and 
Hopkinsian brethren would exclu- 
sively arrogate those high charac- 
teristics, with which, from any un- 
inspired source, the world has ever 
yet been favoured. 

That an extensive effort is about 
to be made, especially perhaps by 
the Hopkinsian part of our Calvin- 
istic brethren, for the more system- 
atic propagation of what they deem 
“the more distinguishing truths of 
the gospel,” has been publicly an- 
nounced, on the authority of a con- 
vention lately held at Auburn, in 
this state. What those more dis- 
tinguishing truths of the gospel, 
in the judgment of that conven- 
tion, are, can only be inferred at 
present from past experience, and 
from former ‘ doctrinal publica- 
tions” from a similar source. Ail 
that we now propose is that this 
movement, in connexion with so 
many others of a systematic and 
extensive character in that quarter, 
shall not be unobserved; that we 
be mindful of the apostolic injunc- 
tion,—‘‘ Give attendance to read- 
ing, to doctrine ;” and that we 
may thus be better prepared in 
conformity with our ordination 
vows, if occasion shall require, 
‘¢ with all faithful diligence to ban- 
ish and drive away all erroneous 
and strange doctrines contrary to 
God’s word.” 

The following notice is extract- 
ed from the Boston Recorder : 

** DOCTRINAL PUBLICATIONS. 

“ The Western Recorder in- 
forms us, that ‘the convention 
which adjourned from Aug. 1827, 
~met at Auburn, Aug. 20, 1828. 





Rev. John Keep, of Homer, was 
appointed chairman, and Rev. A.D. 
Eddy, of Canandaigua, secretary. 
Among the subjects which came 
before the convention, no one ex- 
cited more interest than that which 
relates to the importance of addi- 
tional measures to promote the 
more extensive circulation of cor- 
rect religious sentiments. This 
subject was introduced, and ably 
urged upon the consideration of 
the convention, by Rev. Dr. Lan- 
sing, of Auburn, and Rev. Messrs. 
Strong‘and Wisner.’ 

‘While rejoicing in the eatho- 
lic feelings and united action ot 
Christians at the present day, they 
lament that doctrines do not hold 
that prominence in existing publi- 
cations which their importance de- 
mands. They ‘ cannot look on the 
apathy of professed Christians’ in 
this state of things, ‘ but with deep 
solicitude ; while they who are op- 
posed to the more important and 
distinguishing truths of the gospel, 
are ever active in subverting that 
faith which it reveals.’ 

“ The two following resolutions 
were passed, and a committee of 
sixteen clergymen was appointed, 
to see them carried into effect, whe 
are to meet at Utica Oct. Ist. The 
members are all of places west of 
Albany, except Messrs. Spring of 
New-York, Boardman of Water- 
town, Porter of Catskill, and Be- 
man of Troy. 

“‘ Resolved, That the purity, 
prosperity, and glory of the church, 


at this time, demand a monthly 


journal, in which the more distin- 
guishing truths of the gospel, and 
the doctrines of the reformation, 
shall be plainly exhibited and de-. 
fended, and their paramount im- 


portance in the Christian system. 


maintained. 
‘“‘ Resolved, That the publication 
of a series of doctrinal tracts, of a 
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like character with the journal, is 
required by the exigencies of the 
times, which no existing institu- 
tions are at present prepared to 
supply.” 

Should the ‘‘ monthly journal,” 
and the “series of doctrinal tracts” 
intended to be published, exhibit 
and propagate the really distin- 
nuishing truths of the gospel, un- 
marred by those blots of fatalism, 
those pleas for the necessity of sin 
during life, and those unevange- 
lical restrictions upon the grace of 
God that bringeth salvation, with 
which they have too often been de- 
formed, we shall sincerely rejoice. 
In the mean time, and in any event, 
we are sure that a thorough ac- 
quaintance with the writings of the 
excellent Fletcher, as a most holy 
and able expositor of the divine 
word, will be a highly valuable 
preparative in ‘the exigencies of 
the times,” for a correct under- 
standing of the subject. 

The following brief notice of the 
character and writings of that late 
eminent man, from the pen of Ro- 


bert Southey, Esq., of the church 


of England, cannot fail to be ac- 
ceptable to the thousands who re- 
vere his memory. The objection- 
ableness of Mr. Southey’s work, 
in many respects, has been ably 
shown by the eloquent Rev. Rich- 
ard Watson, in a small volume, en- 
titled, ‘“Observations on Southey’s 
Life of Wesley :—being a defence 
of the character, labours, and opi- 
nions of Mr. Wesley, against the 
misrepresentations of that publica- 
tion.” This interesting volume of 
Mr. Watson’s, commonly called 
‘¢ Watson’s Observations,’’—the 
price of which is only 75 cents, 
we should be glad to see in exten- 
sive circulation; and that the foes, 
as well as the friends, of Wesley- 
an Methodism, might be induced 
to read it, As a critic, however, 
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in relation to the spirit and style of 
an author, setting doctrines and 
Christian experience aside, Mr. 
Southey was certainly no mean 
judge. We shall therefore intro- 
duce his opinion of the character 
and writings of Fletcher, with the 
hope that, coming from so distin- 
guished a writer, having no con- 
nexion whatever with our denomi- 
nation, nor certainly any Method- 
istical prepossessions to serve, it 
may have the greater effect in pro- 
ducing a more extensive desire to 
become acquainted with an author 
whose character and writings he so 
justly and so highly eulogizes.— 
Fas est et ab hoste doceri. 

“‘ Jean Guillaume de la Flechere 
was a man of rare talents, and rarer 
virtue. No age or country has ever 
produced a man of more fervent 
piety, or more perfect charity ; no 
church has ever possessed a more 
apostolic minister. He was born 
at Nyon, in the Pays de Vaud, of 
a respectable Bernese family, de- 
scended from a noble house in Sa- 
voy. Having been educated for the 
ministry at Geneva, he found him. 
self unable to subscribe to the doc- 
trine of predestination, and resolved 
to seek preferment as a soldier of 
fortune. Accordingly he went to 
Lisbon, obtained a commission in 
the Portuguese service, and was 
ordered to Brazil. A lucky acci- 
dent,* which confined him to his 
bed when the ship sailed, saved 
him from a situation where his fine 
intellect would have been lost, and 
his philanthropic piety would have 
had no room to display itself. He 
left Portugal for the prospect of 
active service in the Low Coun- 
tries, and that prospect also being 
disappointed by peace, he came 
over to England, improved himself 
in the language, and became tutor 
in the family of Mr. Hill, of Fern 

{* An overruling Providence, Eds] 
























































4i6 Fletcher's Checks. 


Hall, in Shropshire. The love of 
God and of man abounded in his 
heart ; and finding, among the Me- 
thodists, that sympathy which he 
desired, he joined them, and, for a 
time, took to ascetic courses, of 
which he afterwards acknowledged 
the error. He lived on vegetables, 
and, for some time, on milk and 
water, and bread; he sat up two 
whole nights in every week, for the 
purpose of praying, and reading 
and ineditating on religious things ; 
and, on the other nights, never al- 
lowed himself to sleep, as long as 
he could keep his attention to the 
book before him. At length, by 
the advice of his friends, Mr. Hill, 
and of Mr. Wesley, whom he con- 
sulted, he took orders in the Eng- 
lish church. The ordination took 
place in the Chapel Royal, St. 
James’s, and, as soon as it was 
over, he went to the Methodist 
chapel in West-street, where he 
assisted in administering the Lerd’s 
supper. Wesley had never received 
so seasonablean assistance. ‘How 
wonderful are the ways of God!” 
said he, in his Journal. *‘ When 
my bodily strength failed, and none 
in England were able and wiling to 
assist me, he sent me help from 
the mountains of Switzerland, and 
a help meet for me in every re- 
spect. Where could I lave found 
such another?” It proved a more 
efficient and important help than 
Mr.-Wesley could then have anti- 
cipated. 

‘¢Mr. Fletcher (for so he now 
called himself, being compietely 
anglicised,) incurred some displea- 
sure, by the decided manner in 
which he connected himself with 
the Methodists: neither his talents 
nor his virtues were yet understood 
beyond the circle of his friends. By 
Mr. Hill’s means, however, he was 
presented to the vicarage of Made- 
tey,in Shropshire, about three years 


after his ordination. It is a popu- 
lous village, in which there were 
extensive collieries and iron works; 
and the character of the inhabit- 
ants was, in consequence, what, to 
the reproach and curse of England, 
it generally is, wherever mines or 
manufactures of any kind have 
brought together a crowded popu- 
lation. Mr. Fletcher had, at one 
time, officiated there as curate; 
he now entered upon his duty with 
zeal proportioned to the arduous 
nature of the service which he had 
pledged himself to perform. That 
zeal made him equally disregard- 
ful of appearances and of danger. 
The whole rents of his small pa- 
trimomial estate in the Pays de 
Vaud were set apart for charitable 
uses. and he drew so liberally from 
his other funds for the same pur- 
pose, that his furniture and ward- 
robe were not spared. Because 
some of his remoter parishioners 
excused themselves for not attend- 
ing the morning service, by plead- 
ing that they did not wake early 
enough to get their families ready, 
for some months he set out every 
Sunday, at five o’clock, with a bell 
in hiy hand, and went round the 
most distant parts of the parish, to 
call up the people. And wherever 
hearers could be collected in the 
surrounding country, within ten or 
fifteen miles, thither he went to 
preach to them on week days, 
though he seldom got home before 
one or two in the morning. At 
first, the rabble of his parishioners 
resented the manner in which he 
ventured to reprove and exhort 
them in the midst of their lewd re- 
vels and riotous meetings; for he 
would frequently burst in upon 
them, without any fear of the con- 
sequence to himself. The public- 
ans and maltmen were his espe- 
cial enemies. A mob of colliers, 
who were one day baiting a bull, 
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determined to pull him off his horse 
as he went to preach, set the dogs 
upon him, and, in their own phrase, 
bait the parson; but the bull broke 
loose, and dispersed them before 
he arrived. In spite, however, of 
the opposition which his eccentri- 
cities excited, not from the igno- 
rant only, but from some of the 
neighbouring clergy and magis- 
trates, he won upon the people, 
rude and brutal as they were, by 
the invincible benevolence which 
was manifested in his whole man- 
ner of life; till at length his church, 
which at first had been so scantily 
attended, that he was. discouraged 
as well as mortified by the smail- 
ness of the congregation, began to 
overflow. 

‘‘ Such was the person who, with- 
out any emolument, had undertaken 
the charge of superintending, in oc- 
casional visits, the college at Tre- 
vecka, and who withdrew from that 
charge when Lady Huntingdon 
called upon all persons in that se- 
minary to disavow the doctrines of 
Mr. Wesley’s minutes, or leave the 
place. He had at that time no in- 
tention or apprehension of taking 
any farther part in the dispute. 
Shortly afterwards the Hon. Wal- 
ter Shirley, one of her ladyship’s 
chaplains, and of the Calvinistic 
clergy who had formed a party un- 
der her patronage, sent forth acircu- 
Jar letter, stating, that whereas Mr. 
Wesley’s next conference was to 
be held at Bristol, it was proposed 
by Lady Huntingdon, and many 
other Christian friends, to have a 
meeting in that city at the same 
time, of such principal persons, 
both clergy and laity, who disap- 
proved of the obnoxious minutes ; 
and, as the doctrines therein avow- 
ed were thought injurious to the 
very fundamental principles of 
Christianity, it was farther pro- 
posed, that these persons should 
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go in a body to the conference; 
and insist upon a formal recanta- 
tion of the said minutes, and, in 
case of a refusal, sign and publish 
their protest against them. ‘ Your 
presence, sir,’ the letter proceed. 
ed, ‘is particularly requested; but 
if it should not suit your conve 
nience to be there, it is desired 
that you will transmit your senti- 
ments on the subject to such per- 
son as you think proper to produce 
them. It is submitted to you, whe- 
ther it would not be right, in the 
opposition to be made to such a 
dreadful heresy, to recommend it 
toas many of your Christian friends, 
as well of the Dissenters as of the 
established church, as you can pre- 
vail on, to be there, the cause be- 
ing of so public a nature.’ Lodg- 
ings were to be provided for the 
persons who attended. 

‘‘’The proceedings were not so 
furious as might have been expect- 
ed from a declaration of war like 
this. The heat of the Calvinistic 
party seemed to have spent itself 
in the first explosion. Mr. Wesley 
was truly a man of peace; and 
when the conference and the anti- 
council met, the result, unlike that 
of most other pitched disputations 
upon points of theology, was some- 
thing like an accommodation. The 
meeting was managed with perfect 
temper on both sides, and with a 
conciliatory spirit on the part of 
Shirley himself; a man whose in- 
tentions were better than his judg- 
ment. Mr. Wesley and the confer- 
ence declared, that, in framing the 
obnoxious minutes, no such mean- 
ing was intended as was imputed 
to them. ‘We abhor,’ they said, 
‘the doctrine of justification by 
works, as a most perilous and abo- 
minable doctrine ; and as the said 
minutes are not sufficiently guard- 
ed in the way they are expressed, 
we hereby solemnly declare, in the 
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sight of God, that we have no trust 
or confidence but in the alone me- 
rits of our Lord Jesus Christ, for 
justification or salvation, either in 
life, death, or the day of judgment ; 
and though no one is a real Chris- 
tian believer (and consequently 
cannot be saved) who doth not good 
works where there is time and op- 
portunity, yet our works have no 
part in meriting or purchasing our 
justification, either in whole or in 
part.’ Mr. Shirley declared him- 
self satisfied with this declaration, 
and the interview was concluded 
With prayer, and professions of 
peace and love.” 

With respect to the declaration 
that the minutes had not been 
‘¢ sufficiently guarded,” Mr. Wes- 
ley, in his * Remarks on Mr. Hill’s 
Review,” says, 

‘¢ The plain case was this. I 
seek peace, and would do any thing 
for it, which I can with a safe con- 
science. On this principle it was, 
that when Mr. Shirley read over 
his declaration, (I say his, tor he 
drew it up, not I,) and asked, if 
we agreed thereto? I was heartily 
desirous to agree with him as far 
as possible. In order to this, after 
altering some words, I asked our 
brethren if they were willing to 
sign it. One immediately said, 
‘The minutes are not unguarded ; 
they are guarded enough.’ I said, 
‘They are guarded enough for 
you ;~but not for those who seek 
occasion against us.’ And observe, 
it is only in this sense that I sub- 
scribed to that expression. But I 
will not affirm that my love of 
peace did not carry me a little too 
far. I know not but it would have 
been better not to have signed the 
paper at all.” 

One of Mr. Wesley’s biogra- 
phers says that Thomas Olivers, 
‘like a sturdy and honest Welsh- 
man as he was,” refused to sign 


the declaration “ that the minutes 
were ‘unguarded.’” It was he to 
whom Mr. Wesley alluded, and 
who became the author of an ex- 
cellent litthe work, commonly call- 
ed, ‘‘ Olivers’ Refutation ;”—being 


‘Sa full refutation of the doctrine ot 


unconditional perseverance; in a 
discourse on Heb. ii, 3.” This 
work may be had of the agents, 
or through any of our ministers ; 
price 373 cents. Mr. Wesley, 
after stripping the doctrine of his 
antagonists of all disguise, and 
exposing it in its naked monstro- 
sity, left Mr.. Olivers to carry on 
the contest with Mr. Toplady, 
This provoked Mr. T. the more, 
and he attacked Mr. Olivers with 
abusive ridicule, both in prose and 
in rhyme. In private, however, 
says Mr. Southey, “ Toplady did 
justice to his antagonist. After a 
chance interview with him, which, 
for its good humour, was credit- 
able to both parties, he says to a 
correspondent, ‘ ‘To say the truth, 
Iam glad 1 saw Mr. Olivers, for 
he appears to be a person of 
stronger sense, and better beha- 
viour, than I imagined. Had his 
understanding been cultivated by a 
liberal education, I believe he 
would have made some figure in 
life.’ I have never seen Olivers’ 
pamphlet,” (it is now a small 
bound volume,) adds Mr. Southey, 
‘‘but he had the right side of the 
argument ; and, if he had not 
maintained his cause with respect- 
able ability, his treatise would not 
have been sanctioned (on such an 
occasion) by Wesley, and praised 
by Fletcher.” 

The apparent settlement was not 
oflong continuance. “The old ques- 
tion,” continues Mr. Southey, “had 
been mooted, and the dispute broke 
out with greater violence than ever. 
On the part of the Arminians it was 
carried on by Walter Sellon, by 
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‘Thomas Olivers, and by Mr. Flet- 
cher. On the part of the Calvin- 
ists, the most conspicuous writers 
were the brothers Richard (after- 
wards Sir Richard) and Rowland 
Hill,and Augustus Montague Top- 
lady, vicar of Broad Hembury, in 
Devonshire. 

‘“‘If ever true Christian charity 
was manifested in polemical writ- 
ing, it was by Fletcher of Madeley. 
Even theological controversy never 
in the slightest degree trritated his 
heavenly temper. On sending the 
manuscript of his first Check to 
Antinomianism to a friend much 
younger than himself, he says, ‘ I 
beg, as upon my bended knees, 
you would revise and correct it, 
and take off quod durius sonat in 
point of works, reproof, and siyle. 
I have followed my light, which is 
but that of smoking flax; put yours 
to mine. I am charged hereabouts 
with scattering tirebrands, arrows, 
and death. Quench some of my 
brands; blunt some of my arrows ; 
and take off all my deaths, except 
that which I design for Antinomian- 
ism.’ ‘For the sake of candour,’ 
he says, in one of his prefaces, 
‘of truth, of peace,—tor the read- 
er’s sake, and, above all, for the 
sake of Christ, and the honour of 
Christianity, whoever ye are that 
shall next enter the lists against 
us, do not wire-draw the contro- 
versy, by uncharitably attacking 
our persons, and absurdly judging 
our spirits, instead of weighing our 
arguments, and considering the 
scriptures which we produce ; nor 
pass over fifty solid reasons, and a 
hundred plain passages, to cavil 
about non-essentials, and to lay the 
stress of your answer upon mis- 
takes, which do not affect the 
strength of the cause, and which 
we are ready to correct as soon as 
they shall be pointed out. I take 
fhe Searcher of hearts, and my 


judicious unprejudiced readers to 
witness, that, through the whole of 
this controversy, far from conceal- 
ing the most plausible objections, 
or avoiding the strongest argu- 
ments which are or may be ad- 
vanced against our reconciling 
doctrine, I have carefully searched 
them out, and endeavoured to en- 
counter them as openly as David 
did Goliah. Had our opponents 
followed this method, I doubt not 
but the controversy would have 
ended long ago, in the destruction 
of our prejudices, and in the recti- 
fying of our mistakes. Oh! if we 
preferred the unspeakable pleasure 
of finding out the truth, to the piti- 
ful honour of pleasing a party, or 
of vindicating our own mistakes, 
how soon would the useful fan of 
scriptural, logical, and brotherly 
controversy purge the floor of the 
church! How soon would the 


light of truth, and the flame of 


love, burn the chaff of error, and 
the thorns of prejudice, with fire 
unquenchable !’ 

“In such a temper did this saint- 
ly man address himself to the work 
of controversy ; and he carried it 
on with correspondent candour, 
and with distinguished ability. His 
manner is diffuse, and the florid 
parts, and the unction, betray their 
French origin; but the reasoning 
is acute and clear, the spirit of his 
writings is beautiful, and he was 
master of the subject in all its 
bearings. His great object was 
to conciliate the two parties, and 
to draw the line between the Soli- 
fidian and Pelagian errors. For 
this purpose he composed a trea- 
tise, which he called an ‘ Equa! 
Check to Pharisaism and Antino- 
mianism; or, Scripture Scales to 
weign the gold of Gospel truth, 
and to balance a multitude of op- 
posite scriptures.’ Herein he 
brought together, side by side, the 


























































420 Fletcher's Checks. 


opposite texts, and showed how 
they qualified each other: the 
opinion which he inferred seems 
to correspond more nearly with 
that of Baxter than of any other di- 
vine. He traced, historically, the 
growth of both the extremes against 
which he contended. Luther, being 
an Augustinian monk, brought with 
him, from his convent, the favour- 
ite opinions of Augustine, to which 
he became the more attached, be- 
cause of the value which the Ro- 
manists affixed to their supersti- 
tious works, and the fooleries and 
abominations which had sprung 
from this cause. Most of the re- 
formers, and more especially Cal- 
vin, took the same ground. The 
Jesuits, seeing their error, inclined 
the Romish church to the oppo- 
site extreme; and, after a while, 
Jansenius formed a Calvinistic 
party among the Catholics, while 
Arminius tempered the doctrine of 
the reformed churches. Antino- 
mianism was the legitimate conse- 
quence on the one part, and Mr. 
Fletcher thought that the English 
clergy were tending towards Pela- 
gianism on the other. His great 
object was to trim the balance, 
and, above all, to promote Chris- 
tian charity, and Christian union. 
‘My regard for unity,’ said he, 
‘recovers my drooping spirits, and 
adds new strength to my wasted 
body; (he was believed, at that 
time, to be in the last stage of a 
consumption ;) I stop at the brink 


of the grave, over which I bend, 
and, as the blood oozing from my 
decayed lungs does not permit me 
vocally to address my contending 
brethren, by means of my pen I 
will ask them, if they can properly 
receive the holy communion, while 
they wilfully remain in disunion 
with their brethren, from whom 
controversy has needlessly parted 
them!’ He was then about to 
leave England, for what appeared 
to be a forlorn hope of deriving 


benefit from his native air; but, 


before his departure, he expressed 
a desire of seeing those persons 
with whom he had been engaged 
in this controversy, that, ‘ all doc- 
trinal differences apart, he might 


testify his sincere regret for having 


given them the least displeasure, 
and receive from them some con- 
descending assurance of reconci- 
liation and good will.’ All of them 
had not generosity enough to ac- 
cept the invitation; they who did 
were edified, as well as. affected, 
by theinterview ; and someof them, 
who had had no personal acquaint- 
ance with him before, ‘ expressed 
the highest satisfaction,’ says his 
biographer, ‘ at being introduced to 
the company of one whose air and 
countenance bespoke him fitted ra- 
ther for the society of angels than 
the conversation of men.’ Upon 
the score of controversial offences, 
few men have ever had solittle need 
to ask forgiveness.” 





BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 


“ Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, Ant 
they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they 
of the children of Israel did value,” Matt. xxvii, 9. 


Tus marginal reference on this 
passage is to’ Zech. xi, 12, 13; 
whereas the prophet mentioned in 
the text is Jeremiah, to which lat- 
fer prophet no reference is given. 


The following solution of this dif- 
ficulty is taken from the excellent 
Commentary of Dr. Adam Clarke. 

“© Jeremy the prophet.| The 


words here quoted are not feund in. 
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the prophet Jeremiah, but in Zech. 
xi, 13. But St. Jerom says, that 
a Hebrew of the sect of the Naza- 
renes showed him this prophecy in 
a Hebrew apocryphal copy of Je- 
remiah ; but probably they were 
inserted there, only to countenance 
the quotation here. 

‘‘ One of Colbert’s, a MS. of the 
eleventh century, has Zayagiov, 
Zechariah, so has the later Syriac 
in the margin, and a copy of the 
Arabic quoted by Bengel. In a 
very elegant and correct MS. of 
the Vulgate, in my possession, 
written in the fourteenth century, 
Zachariam is in the margin, and 
Jeremiam in the text, but the former 
is written by a later hand. Jere- 
utah is wanting in two MSS., the 
Syriac, later Persic, two of the 
/tala, end in some other Latin 
copies. It is very likely that the 
original reading was dia cou meo- 
pqrov, and the name of no prophet 
mentioned. This is the more like- 
ly, as Matthew often omits the 
name of the prophet in his quota- 
tions. See chap. i, 22, ii, 5, 15, 
xiil, 35, xxi, 4. Bengel approves 
of the omission. 


Biblical Criticism. 
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“It was an ancient custom 
among the Jews, says Dr. Light- 
foot, to divide the Old Testament 
into three parts, the first beginning 
with the law was called THE Law: 
the second beginning with the 
Psalms was called THE PSALMS: 
the third beginning with the pro- 
phet in question was called Jzre- 
MIAH: thus then the writings of 
Zechariah, and the other prophets, 
being included in that division that 
began with Jeremiah, all quotations 
from it would go under the name of 
this prophet. If this be admitted, it 
solves the difficulty at once. Dr. 
Lightfoot quotes Baba Bathra, and 
Rabbi David Kimchi’s preface to 
the prophet Jeremiah, as his au- 
therities ; and insists that the word 
Jeremiah is perfectly correct as 
standing at the head of that divi- 
sion from which the evangelist 
quoted, and which gave its deno- 
mination to all the rest.” 

Griesbach marks the word “Je- 
remiah” in the text as one which 
in the judgment of some, but not 
in his own, ought to be omitted: 
and adds, that instead of “ Jere- 
miah,’”? some read “* Zechariah.” 





THE NATIONAL PREACHER.—DR. BEECHER’S SERMON. 


On the cover of this work it is 
stated that “‘ upwards of fifty cler- 
gymen, of five Christian denomi- 
nations,—have encouraged the edi- 
tor to expect from them sermons 
for the Preacher.” 

In the list of expected ‘ contri- 
butors,”’ we have noticed the name 
of but one minister of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church. Not having 
as yet, however, found any ‘“ser- 
mon” from him, we took the liberty 
to inquire the cause. The result 
of our inquiry is, that after having 
been solicited to be a “ contribu- 
tor,” he did furnish a sermon, but 

Vor. x1. sVovember, 1828. 


it was not inserted, because the 
editor objected tosome of his doc- 
trines. Whether his name, in such 
case, should have been still con- 
tinued as a “contributor,” it is 
not for us to say. 

The work itself, so far as we 
have looked into it, has appeared 
to us to be decidedly Calvinistic. 
Yet it is called “national.” We 
were particularly struck with a ser- 
mon of Dr. Beecher, published in 
the number for October 1827, and 
entitled, ‘Resources of the Ad- 
versary, and Means of their De 
struction.” 
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Dr. Beecher, it will be recol- 
lected, is the same gentleman, 
who, some 12 or 13 years since, 
as ‘chairman of the committee,” 
published the celebrated ‘* Address 
of the Charitable Society for the 
education of indigent pious young 
men for the ministry of the gos- 
pel.” The attack made in that ad- 
dress on those whom the committee 
thought proper to style ‘ unedu- 
cated” and ‘ illiterate pastors,” is 
still fresh in our memory ; as also 
the asserted destitution of five 
millions of the then existing eight 
millionsof our population; because 
they were represented not to have 
such ‘religious instructers” as that 
committee were pleased to consi- 
der ‘‘ competent.” Nor can we 
forget this memorable passage of 
that address: ‘ There is a state of 
society to be formed, and to be 
formed by an extended comBINA- 
TION of instilutions, RELIGIOUS, 
CIVIL, and LITERARY, which never 
exist without the co-operation of an 
educated ministry.” Let this pass- 
age be compared with the ‘com- 
bination” of ‘national societies” 
instituted since. Let it also be 
compared with the following facts, 
as stated in the Quarterly Journal 
of the American Education Socie- 
ty, emanating from a similar source. 
‘“¢ Presidents of colleges.—Of the 
presidents of 34 [54] of the oldest 
colleges in the United States, 31 
[51] are clergymen, and 3 are lay- 
men. Of the clergymen, forty are 
Presbyterians, or Congregational- 
ists, 4 are Baptists, 5 Episcopali- 
ans, 1 Dutch Reformed, and 1 Ro- 
man Catholic.” And taking the 
whole together, can we doubt that 
the same grand scheme is still kept 
steadily and perseveringly in view ; 
a scheme which was then, per- 
haps, rather incautiously and pre- 
maturely developed. 

In the New-York Observer of 


the 27th September, it is stated 
that “ Dr. Beecher’s sermon at 
the last anniversary of the Ameri- 
can board, entitled, ‘ Resources of 
the Adversary, and Means of their 
Destruction,’ is published at length 
in the Wesleyan Magazine for 
July and August.” Other papers 
of the same class repeat the state- 
ment, and some in stronger terms. 

When we first saw Dr. Beech- 
er’s sermon mentioned in the Wes- 
leyan Methodist Magazine for July 
and August, we turned to it with 
some curiosity, not believing it 
possible that it could have been 
published there “atlength.” Among 
the ‘resources of the Adversary,” 
[the devil and his agents, as we 
suppose, | mentioned in Dr. Beech- 
er’s sermon, as published in the 
‘* National Preacher,” are the fol- 
lowing : 

1. Idolatry.—2. Taposture, as 
introduced by Mahomed.—3. Pa- 
pal superstition.—4. The resist- 
ance of the despotic governments oj 
the earth.—5. Crime in ils varied 


forms.—6. A more liberal sort of 


relizion.—7. Corrupting the puii- 
ty of revivals. 

In summing up these grand ‘‘ re- 
sources of the adversary,” the 
‘¢ National Preacher,” after Dr. B., 


says, ‘* All these great divisions of 


systematic opposition to the gos- 
pel, have, where circumstances al- 
lowed, been defended by the 
sword.” In proof of this the 
Preacher then gives the spectfica- 
tions ; and after enumerating the 
acts of the “false prophet,” [ Ma- 
homed, | and of ‘ popery;” in this 
distinguished classification of the 
“ adversaries” of the gospel, in im- 
mediate connexion with the Arian 
heresy, which, protected by the 
sword, wielded against tne truth a 
furious persecution; he adds, ‘ In 
Holland, Arminius attempted to 
enlist both literature and the civil 
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arm for the propagation of his senti- 
ments, and, to some extent, suc- 
ceeded.” 

Such is the character which Dr. 
Beecher and “The National 
Preacher” draw of Arminius. We 
looked for this passage in ‘* The 
Wesleyan Magazine for July and 
August,” but it is not there. And 
we deny that the sermon is there 
‘¢ published at length.” 

‘* Arminius” attempted to enlist 
‘the civil arm for the propagation 
of his sentiments, and to some ex- 


tent succeeded” !!—So says the 
“¢ National Preacher.” So says 
Dr. B.—Proh pudor!—And the 
heresy of “‘ Arminius” is one of 
those ‘Resources of the Adver- 
sary,” at the “ destruction” of 
which Dr. B. and the National 
Preacher aim; and to furnish “ the 
means’ for the accomplishment of 
which they seek to rouse up this 
community. 

We have not room to add more 
at present, but shall resume this 
subject in a future number. 





DISTANCE OF THE FIXED STARS. 


Dr. Brinxxey (the bishop of 
Cloyne) has found that the star a 
Lyre has a parallax of 1 win. 1 
sec. ; or, what is the same thing, 
that the radius of the earth’s an- 
nual orbit would, if seen from that 
star, subtend an angle of 1 min. 1 
sec. ; hence it follows, that its dis- 
tance is 20,159,665,000,000 miles. 
Sir William Herschel, from repeat- 


ed measurements, considers the 
diameter of this star as three-tenths 
of a second ; and consequently, its 
diameter must be three thousand 
times greater than that of the sun, 
2,659,000,000 miles, or three- 
fourths of the size of the whole 
solar system, as circumscribed by 
the orbit of the Georgium Sidus.— 
Quarterly Review. 





DR. ADAM CLARKE. 


Or this ‘ celebrated Methodist 
expositor,” the Columbian Star, 
a Baptist paper published at Phila- 
delphia, says, ‘‘ He often succeeds 
to admiration in expressing the 
sense of Scripture.” Now, this 


UNIVERSITY 


Commencement Aug. 6.—A gen- 
tleman who was present at com- 
mencement says, “‘ The ball was 
attended by but very few ladies. 
The pervading and prevailing reli- 
gious spirit of the times is adverse 
to thatkind ofamusement.”—Cent. 


being the great business of a com- 
mentator, ought, in our judgment, 
to be regarded as, at least, one 
very ‘ particular advantage that 
may be derived from reading his 
exposition.” 


OF GEORGIA. 


This, it will be recollected, was 
in Georgia, which, in some publi- 
cations, has been so frequently 
represented among our regions of 
moral “ desolation” and “ desti- 
tution.” 






























424 





RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


fa 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Speeches delivered at the twenty-fourth anniversary of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, on Wednesday, May 7, 1828. 


(Continued from page 397.) 


Wiii1am WILperrorce, Esq., V. 
P., in moving the thanks tv the pre- 
sident, said :—I am sure I shall be be- 
lieved, when I begin with assuring 
this assembly, that no motion could 
have been proposed to me more con- 
genial to my feelings than the one I 
hold in my hand. 

It is certainly, my lord, with pecu- 
liar pleasure that I take part in the 
proceedings of this day; because I 
have been for some years estranged 
from these meetings by indisposition, 
and had too much reason to fear that 
i should never again be able to take 
my piace in this society. But, my 
dear lord, (for you must allow me to 
lay aside all formality, and to address 
you in the language of private friend- 
ship,) | cannot but think that I find, 
even in some measure ¢f languor and 
weakness which I perceive in your- 
self, an additional motive to adhere to 
a resolution which I have formed,— 
that, so long as any measure of health 
and strength be granted to me, it shall 
be exerted 1n this cause; and, as long 
as any power of veice remains, I will 
liftit up, as loudly as I can, in calling 
down blessings from above, and mix- 
ing my effusions of gratitude with 
those around me, for the blessings be- 
stowed upon it. I rejoice, my dear 
lord, at your disposition to come for- 
ward at a time when, as you slate, 
your languor increases, and tosee that 
your zeal increases also, and that, in 
spite of age and infirmity, you still 
persevere in giving us your aid. I 
rejoice, also, in the presence of ano- 
ther oid friend,* and to see this meet- 
ing attended by statesmen out of place, 
and governors out of government, and 
to find that he who was not able to 
take a place,t has not abandoned his 
place vere. : 

When we have been for some time 
estranged from a society in which we 
have taken a part, it is natural for us 
to look around us, and to consider 
whether there is any change for the 
better or the worse: and I speak the 
* Lord Gambier. + The Earl of Harrowby. 


sentiments of my heart, my honest sen- 
timents, when I say that I find an im- 
proved tone in the language and sen- 
timents of this meeting; and from 
some who have come recently among 
us, I hear sentiments truly worthy oi 
the high station they occupy in the 
Christian church. and so long as 
bishops come forward to utter such 
sentiments, so long will they give the 
best support to this society, and the 
best support to the church of England, 
to which they belong. 

Indeed, my dear lord, it would be 
strange if you could have formed any 
different resolution, so long as you had 
strength to bring you within these 
walls: for, when I consider in what a 
service we are engaged; when I cal! 
to mind that there is every considera- 
tion of every kind which can promote 
in us the endeavour to enlighten the 
darkness of mankind, and instruct its 
ignorance and lessen its misery; to 
oppose the machinations of the king- 
dom of darkness, and to lessen its effect 
upon the minds of men,—all are con- 
centrated in this one society: as long 
as we have powers, we must exert 
them in such a society as this. The 
more our religion has of the Holy 
Scriptures in it, the more it will be im- 
proved; for there is always a disposi- 
tion in man to form his religion from 
the general sanction: and there is vo 
more striking proof of the naturat ig- 
norance, and weakness, and infirmity 
of man, than that the Holy Scriptures 
are necessary,not merely for correct- 
ing his vices and winning him from 
corruption, but for forming his religion 
itself,and giving him any just notions 
of the nature and character of God : 
for though his goodness and mercy 
are poured out among us in this highly 
favoured country, yet it must be said, 
there is a great disposition, in all coun- 
tries not blessed with the Holy Scrip- 
tures, to form an idea of Almight 
God directly opposite to what he is 
represented in the Scriptures. And 
though, as our Saviour himself says, 
‘«‘ His sun shines on the evil and on the 
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good ;”’ and although, as the apostle 
declared to the ignorant barbarians, 
‘‘He gives them fruitful seasons, fill- 
ing their hearts with joy and glad- 
ness;”” yet it is a very striking fact, 
(1 think if there is one exception, there 
is only one exception.) that, in all the 
religions of man’s making, throughout 
the world, barbarous and uninstruct- 
ed nations have always thought they 
were to recommend ‘themselves to the 
Supreme Being by some infliction of 
voluntary torment, or by lessening 
their comforts. Wherever history 
brings to us the tidings of what was 
the religion of former times, they al- 
ways confirm this assertion. Our pro- 
genitors in this very country thought, 
and the inbabitants of Australasia and 
all other(?) countries all think, that the 
favour of God must be gained by lying 
in one posture, by walking in shoes 
with nails in them, or by some self 
inflicted torment: and this is not only 
the case in those countries where the 
people are utter strangers to the re- 
vealed will of God, but among some 
who ought to be acquainted with it; 
for we know that the Roman Catholic 
religion also, in proportion as it has 
prevented the circulation and study of 
the Scriptures, has adopted the same 
sort of principles of natural religion, 
and taught that man is to reconcile 
himself to God by diminishing his 
comforts, and inflicting tortures and 
austerities upon himself, which the 
Almighty disdains. It has been said, 
** To enjoy is to obey:” and so it is, 
to enjoy with temperance, with mode- 
ration, with gratitude to God; and, 
above all, to enjoy that character of 
God, which enables us to look up to 
him as a gracious and merciful Fa- 
ther, reconciled to us by the atoning 
blood of Christ; and io that charac- 
ter which is enforced upon us by our 
Saviour himeelf, when he declared, 
that in proportion to the superior ex- 
cellence of the Supreme Being is the 
nature of his affection to us: for ‘if 
ve, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more 
shall your Father, who is in heaven, 
give good things to them that ask 
him.” Therefore, my lord, I say we 
have every possible mative for circu- 
lating the Scriptures, that can be 
offered to men who wish to lessen the 
miseries, or to increase the comforts, 
of their fellow creatures. 

In addition to those vast fields of 
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labour which were before afforded, 
South America is a new field, in which 
I rejoice to see that our efforts are 
beginning to succeed in a degree far 
greater than we could have antici- 
pated: it is delightful to see the zeal 
there manifested to purchase the Holy 
Scriptures; notwithstanding the dark- 
ness which almost might be felt, which 
is the joint result of superstition, the 
want of civil liberty, and the want of 
the Holy Scriptures. The constructor 
of the Roman Catholic religion knew 
well what he was about, in prohibit- 
ing the study of the Holy Scriptures ; 
because that must have counteracted 
vicious practices: for let them be 
studied in their native purity, with 
earnest prayer to God to give his 
blessing on the study of them,—let us 
study them on our knees, and they 
will lead us to light and life, and 
liberty and happiness. 

T could not but feel deeply the ap- 
peal to our feelings by the noble lord 
behind me, when he turned the eye of 
his mind to those we have lost in the 
last year; and I have the same reason 
for lamenting the loss of the Baron de 
Stael, because I had the happiness of 
being well acquainted with him, and 
of knowing his value; and 1 own I 
fondly anticipated that he would be 
eminently useful ia the line of life in 
which he moved. His genuine piety 
was clearly marked in the connexion 
which he formed for life: for he did 
not connect himself with any of the 
high families or nobility of France, 
among whom he might have found 
some one to be his partner; but he 
formed a marriage connexion with 
the daughter of a clergyman of Gene- 
va,—that free country, that country 
of Christian and Protestant light,— 
and was endeavouring to rectify those 
errors which have been found in that 
very country, and was also giving 
himself to purify what was become 
corrupt among the Protestants of his 
own, and devoting himself to serve 
God, and benefit his fellow creatures, 
through the remaining period of his 
life. But in his loss, and that of Dr. 
Heber, we are taught that God will 
work by his own instruments. We are 
called to be serious; and to trust, that 
though we lose one valuable supporter 
of our cause, others will be provided 
for us: and we are taught to look, not 
to the talents or the exertions of men, 
but to the blessing ef God, who as- 
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euredly will support and give success 
to his own great cause. Heber is, 
indeed, a remarkable loss: and I can- 
not but see something very delightful 
in the testimony which he was per- 
mitted to bear to societies like this; 
though, perhaps, his testimony refers 
more to the Church Missionary So- 
ciety: but, in truth, the Bible Society, 
and the Church Missionary Society, 
are one: for the Bible is the instru- 
ment by which they work; and they 
are one society, animated by the same 
zeal, and diffusing their benefits from 
the same source, and by the same 
means. I was delighted to see, in Dr. 
Heber’s writings, several declarations 
which tend to show how much more 
his mind had become impressed with 
the bevefits derived from these socie- 
ties by what he had witnessed in. the 
principal scene of their operations : 
and I cannot but be delighted with the 
thought, that before Bishop James got 
to Calcutta, he probably might have 
seen these very writings. I know not 
whether he had; but it is delightful to 
see how you will find continually that, 
where the proceedings of our servants, 
and those who take a part in our ser- 
vice, are properly conducted, they will 
tend to soften prejudice, and diffuse 
just notions of the value of our insti- 
tutions, and dispose persons more gene- 
rally to support them, 

I congratulate your lordship on the 
prospect before us: the light is spread- 
ing more and more through the earth: 
and we are approaching the period 
when the knowledge of the Lord shall 
cover the earth as the waters do the 
deep: and I know not how we could 
desire for ourselves, in our dying mo- 
ments, a more delightful retrospect, 
than that we have been active in the 
cause of this society, and in endea- 
vouring to diffuse light and peace and 
happiness among mankind. 

~The Bishop of Sodor and Man, 
V. P.—My lord, I will not venture to 
give vent to my feelings of affection 
and gratitude to your lordship: you 
know, my lord, that [I love you. I 
will only join with the heart of every 
man in this present meeting, in pray- 
ing God Almighty to prolong your 
days, to the most extended period, in 
peace and happiness. May Almighty 
God pour upon you every good and 
every perfect gift from above! 

i will only add a few words, in com- 
mendation of this society at home, 
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over which you have so long presided 
with efficiency and honour. I have 
long been a friend of this society, one 
of the earliest friends; one of.the few 
that formed one of the most efficient 
auxiliaries in the kingdom. I have 
watched its operation, and its effects 
upon the neighbourbood in which I 
live, and can truly say, tbat it has not 
only promotec the circulation of the 
Bible, but has been the life and soul 
of other good works; it has given 
birth to many new institutions of the 
first description; and it has stimulated 
and brought to life and activity some 
old institutions, which had been slum- 
bering in comparative obscurity. If 
1 wished to enlighten and civilize the 
darkest spot in the United Kingdom, 
I would commence by establishing a 
Bible Society: if I wished to put an 
end to animosity and discord in a 
neighbourhood, and to promote con- 
cord and harmony, I would commence 
with a Bible Society: if I wished to 
build an hospital, or erect an alms 
house, or, in short, to do any good 
public or private work, | would begin 
with a Bible Society. Wherever you 
see a Bible Society flourish, you may 
depend upon it every good work wil! 
flourish with it. The Bible Society 
opens the heart to charity. Wherever 
a Bible Society is well established, 
you may bring charitable objeet upon 
charitable object before the people, 
and the heart is ready to receive 
them. They are uever wearied of 
your charities; while they have a 
farthing, they are sure to give it you. 
I shall therefore exhort every one of 
you to go home to your respective 
towns, villages, and neighbourhoods, 
and promote the Bible Society. 

I will not prolong my speech by en- 
larging upon the positive good which 
the Bible Society does, and has done, 
over the whole globe: but I think f 
must venture to mention a genera! 
good that it is doing in a part of the 
United Kingdom which has my ear- 
liest and strongest affections ; 1 mean, 
the poor kingdom of Iheland. There 
are thousands in that country who are 
now possessed of the Bible, and are 
able to read it, who never saw a Bible 
before the commencement of this So- 
ciety. Give the poor Irishman the 
Bible, and teach him to read it; give 
that nation the Bible, and teach them 
to read it; and you will do more for 
civilizing and enlightening that coun- 
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try than ail our ministers of state ar.d 
legislators have done for years. Chris- 
tianize the country, and you civilize 
it at once. I think I see thousands of 
my poor countrymen sitting in their 
humble cabins with their Bibles be- 
fore them, and pouring out their bless- 
ings on the land that sent them the 
book. I think I hear an honest coun- 
tryman say, in his own tongue, ‘* My 
blessing be on you, Ireland! my bless- 
ing be on you, England! The day 
was, when my poor mind was in dark- 
ness and ignorance; but, blessed be 
God! and thanks to you! by this 
book my heart is softened, and my 
country civilized by this gospel of 
peace. I will show my friend: and 
neighbours this treasure which you 
have bestowed on me, and show them 
the passages which comfort my soul.. 
While | live, I will take the greatest 
care of this book ; and bequeath it, as 
the richest inheritance, to mv chil- 
dren’s children. May the Powers 
above bless you, Old England, for 
bringing this book to Ireland!” Now 
this will be no imaginary case, | am 
confident, in thousands of instances: 
and this will be the true Irish Union; 
yea, the blessed Bible will be the sa- 
cred bond of union between Ireland, 
my dear native countrv, and England, 
my dear adopted country: and all this 
will be due, under God, to the Bible 
Society. Need I say more in cum- 
mendation of the Bible Society? I 
will say no more. Go home to your 
respective towns and villages, and 
institute a Bible Society, if you have 
not one; and if you have, never, ne- 
ver, never relax in your endeavours 
to promote its interest. 

Lord Teignmouth, president.—I re- 
turn you my cordial thanks for the 
honour you have conferred upon me, 
by your approbation of my services. 
If the infirmities of increasing years 
prevent those exertious which I wish 
to make in the cause of this society, 
they have not diminished my affection 
for it: and 2 have ever to thank God, 
that he has enabled ime to labour so 
long in a cause so near to my heart. 
I shall only say, in the words of my 
friend who has made the motion, that, 
as long as God shall give me any share 
of health and strength, it shall ever 
have my best exertions. 

The Rev. B. Allen, rector of St. 
Paul’s Church, Philadelphia, and pre- 
fident of the Philadelphia Young 
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Men's Bible Association, said,—There 
are those in this land who, by their 
writing, have intimated their opinion 
that weare not far from the millennia} 
day. I may partake in some degree, 
perhaps, of the ardour of the young 
men who have associated me with 
them for the purpose of aiding in sup- 
plying our southern continent with 
the Scriptures: but I do feel that 
there is some ground for this opinion : 
for what have we heard this day, and 
within these walls? Five millions and 
a half of Bibles distributed' The dif- 
ficulties of the society vanishing! Its 
progress, like the march of the morn- 
ing, rapid and clear and bright. Like 
the morning, did I say? rather like 
the sun approaching its meridian, dis- 
peusing light and life and happiness to 
a whole hemisphere. And when I think 
of the land from whence I came; when 
I remember the zeal of its young meu; 
the untiring efforts of its men of middle 
age; the steady perseverance of its 
venerable fathers; when I remember 
the hosts there marshalled, embracing 
Christians of every name, statesmen of 
every denomination; and, though last 
not least in efficiency, the whole range 
of the female sex; I cannot but think 
there is some ground for the opimon, 
that the dawn of the latter day is rising 
upon us. But allow me to state why 
I think there is a ground for the opi- 
nion that the promises of Scripture 
are fulfilling. A new era appears to 
have commenced, as to the mode of 
operations in America. We feel that 
the British and Foreign Bible Society 
is our parent; for it pleased the Head 
of the church to give her the first ex- 
istence, and we merely follow the 
great example which she holds out. 
Allow me from that land, then, to 
state what appears to my mind of 
striking importance. An individual, 
in the interior of the state of New- 
York, thought it would be desirable to 
put a copy of the Scriptures into the 
hand of every family within the county 
in which he livea. The proposal was 
made to the Bible Society of that 
county; and the resolution was adopt- 
ed, to supply every destitute family 
with a copy of the Scriptures within a 
given time. It was put in force; and 
every destitute aa 8 was sought out 
and supplied. The Bible Society of 
Nassau Hall, New-Jersey, adopted 
the same plan of distributing the 
Scriptures to every family in the state : 
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the resolution was taken; and the re- 
solution, by the blessing of Him with- 
out whom nothing is strong, nothing 
is holy, was carried into complete 
effect. The Phladelpbia Bible So- 
ciety has adopted the resolution, that, 
within the term of three years, every 
destitute family in Pennsylvania should 
be supplied with a Bible. Pennsylva- 
nia has a population of a million, or 
more: 100,00U copies were supposed 
to be wanting; and the expense was 
estimated at 60,000 dollars. The re- 
solution was taken in June last; and 
in September we had heard from thirty 
out of the fifty-one counties into which 
the state is divided, that they had 
moved in the work, and generally had 
determined to supply themselves with 
the Scriptures. The president of that 
society, now at the venerable age of 
fourscore, is the last of those bishops 
ceasecrated in England for America. 
When I left home, the work was going 
on in every department of the state. 
The governor of the state had pre- 
sided in one meeting; county after 
county had determined to act: and 
there is every reason to believe the 
work will be accomplished within the 
given time. This resolution has been 
taken by state after state, and county 
afier county, till it embraces within 
its range a population equal to a ma- 
jority of the inhabitants of the United 
States,—the resolution, that, within a 
given time, every destitute family 
shall be supplied with a copy of the 
Scriptures. And not only has the re- 
solution been formed, but the work is 
going on: other counties are taking 
it up; aad I verily believe, that, 
within a short period, the resolution 
will have embraced all the inhabit- 
ants of the United States. At a meet- 
ing in Kentucky, 20.000 dollars were 
pledged to carry it on. 

A right reverend speaker, the friend 
of one who permits me to entitle him 
my friend, (Bishop Chase,) has spoken 
of the blessed effects resulting from Bi- 
ble societies. Several of these effects 
have been manifested in the course of 
these operations. The New-Jersey 
Bible Society, after going through the 
state, ascertained that there were fa- 
milies who could not read, and who 
were described as destitute of mission- 
aries and schoolmasters. A meeting 
of the friends of the Bible was sum- 
moned; and forty thousand dollars 
pledged for supplying them with mis- 





stonaries, schoolmasters, and schools. 
1 might state some other facts; but I 
will only advert to one or two circum- 
stances. I had the pleasure, in Phila- 
delphia, to attend a meeting of an 
association of young men, about the 
middle of January last; when it was 
proposed, that every destitute family 
within the city proper shou!d be sup- 
plied with a copy of the Scriptures by 
the Ist of March. The city proper 
contains about 70,000 inhabitants : 
the whole population is 140,000 to 
150,000. It was resolved, that within 
six weeks every destitute family 
among the 70,000 persons should be 
supplied. And I attended a meeting 
previous to the ist of March, to which 
it was reported: ‘* The work is done : 
every family has been visited; the 
wants ascertained; and the wants 
supplied.”” It was done in a manner 
exceedingly simple. The young men 
divided themselves into sub commit- 
tees; each took a square; ascertained 
the wants; assembled again; went 
forth to the distribution; and then 
came together to celebrate the praises 
of the Lord. In proof, too, of the cor- 
rectness o' that right reverend gen- 
tleman’s statement, they afterwards 
inquired, ** Is there not something 
else to be done? Our fathers are en- 
gaged: the world is not converted. 
What else can we do?” A’ commit- 
tee was chusen, which took into con- 
sideration the state of South America : 
and an association was organized for 
co-operating in the work of supplying 
South America with Bibles. And with 
pleasure did I preside over a large 
assemblage, just before leaving Phila- 
delphia, where but one feeling was 
manifest, and one determination ex- 
pressed, viz. to go on in the strength 
of the Lord, till there shall not be a 
destitute family found in the whole 
extent of South America. And again 
let me say, a meeting was held the 
day before I came away. growing out 
of the operations of the Bible Society. 
It had been ascertained that there 
were some persons in the city of Phi- 
Jadelpbia who were unable to read the 
Scriptures. A proposition was made 
to form a society, called, “ The So- 
ciety of Scripture Readers.” By a 
letter which I have received since I 
have been in London, I find the so- 
ciety has been organized, and is in 
active operation. This is what we 
have been enabled todo; and it appears 
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to me to constitute a new era: it is 
selecting a new district, and engaging 
to supply it within a given time. We 
hail with delight what this society has 
been enabled to do; and we rejoice in 
what the Lord has enabled us to do; 
lost as we all are in ourselves,—dust 
and ashes, and viler than the dust. I 
have a thought in my mind which may 
appear a bold one: but might I not 
propose to the president of the Bible 
Society something hike a new triumvi- 
rate? not a triumvirate of those who, 
seeking the gratification of themselves, 
go forth to the work of destruction, 
before whom the land would be as the 
garden of Eden, and behind them as 
the desolate wilderness ; but in whose 
progress that idea would be reversed. 
There must be, I know, diversity of 
operation: we may have peculiarities 
of sentiment and action; but might 
not the world be thus divided ? Twelve 
apostles were first appointed to go 
through the world; and were they 
not crowned with success? But I 
will not go on: let the idea dwell in 
the minds of those whose object it is 
to plan and carry those plans into 
execution. Let us bless God for what 
we have seen, and what we hear. The 
prospect before us is calculated to ex- 
pand the whole nature of man, and to 
assimilate his benevolence to that of 
the Supreme. 

Lord Bexley, V. P., in moving 
thanks to the royal patrons, spoke as 
follows :— 

Much has been said, of late, of the 
signs of the times; and, unquestion- 
ably, the times in which we live are, 
in many respects, very wonderful and 
extraordinary: but one circumstance, 
I think, has not been so particularly 
alluded to,—I mean that of the extra- 
ordinary multiplication of the human 
race of late years. I know not whe- 
ther it has caught the attention of the 
gentlemen present, that, by documents 
lately laid before parliament, collect- 
ed from the best official statements, 
the inhabitants of Europe are, since 
the general peace, increzsed in such 
a degree, that their number exceeds 
what it was, by a number greater than 
the whole of the inhabitants of Great 
Britain: it has increased from four- 
teen to fifteen millions, according to 
the best statistical reports: and in our 
own country the increase of the popu- 
Jation of the United Kingdom is calcu- 
lated at no less than three millions and 
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a half of souls: so that, if we consider 
the addition made to the number of 
copies of the Scripture circulated Jast 
year was only forty thousand, how 
much more have we to do before we 
provide a copy of the Scriptures for 
each individual of our own increased 
population! Great efforts have been 
made by the legislature and the coun- - 
try for affording the means of attend- 
ing divine worsbip to the inhabitants 
of our country: but consider how 
much more remains to be done. The 
legislature may have provided means 
for the odd half million of the increased 
population: and it is much if they have 
done that: but for the three millions 
there is still no provision. But | trust 
the efforts of the Bible Society will at 
least carry the Bible into every cot- 
tage of the extended empire, if we 
cannot afford them a place to worship 
God in: though I am sorry that this 
should be the case in so wealthy a 
nation. But. my lord, if it is thus with 
the population of Europe, which is 
multiplying in no proportion to the 
states of America; if Europe is in a 
state todouble her population in twenty 
years, or twenty-five at most; I am 
sure you will hear of the increasing 
multitudes of the United States with 
pleasure, after the specimen you have 
had this day of their inhabitants. Can 
we forbear from wishing, great as 
their population and their resources 
may be, that they may still be in- 
creased in a more rapid degree, when 
they use them in the way you have 
heard from a native of that country ? 
They are now our most powerful auxi- 
liaries; and I believe, if we do not 
exert ourselves more than we have 
done, they wil] soon be our masters. 
] would recommend to the meeting to 
obtain a perusal of the interesting Re- 
port of the Mission Board of North 
America; and they will find in that 
Report instances of liberality and ex- 
ertion, in: the cause of missions and 
the word of God, which put our popu- 
lation to shame, much as we are used 
to boast of our riches and generosity. 
Let us, then, unite in that strict and 
true holy alliance which binds the two 
nations together; and may we go on, 
till all the dark corners of the earth 
shall be filled with the light of the 
gospel; and those who never knew 
how to worship God at all, but-as a 
God of terror, may be taught to wor- 
ship him as a God of love! 
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Rev. R. W. Sibthorp.—The Report 
has brought before you the state of the 
society’s labours in various parts of 
France, the Netherlands, Switzerland, 
and Germany; it has done this in 
terms which I believe are perfectly 
correct; it has neither understated 
nor overstated them; but, as far as I 
- have been enabled from personal ob- 
servation to judge, has accurately re- 
ported the extent of those labours, and 
the prospects which are before you. 
The door of communication between 
our society and the continent, for the 
circulation of the Scriptures, is not 
closed. It is not indeed by any means 
that wide and open door it once was; 
but it is still open sufficiently (and this 
is a material fact, as regards the ob- 
jects of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society) for the whole volume of the 
pure Scriptures to obtain admittance. 
The cord of union is not broken. It 
is no longer that strong broad bond of 
connexion it was heretofore; it con- 
sists now rather of separate filaments ; 
but they are such filaments as the 
Spirit of God draws forth from the 
Christian affections of renewed hearts; 
and which form, when taken together, 
a manifold cord, which shall not be 
quickly broken. The channel is not 
stopped. It is no more, indeed, the 
wide majestic stream, flowing on with 
force and rapidity, and bearing on its 
bosom the full tide of the sacred trea- 
sure; now, rather, there are small 
rivulets, which flow singly here and 
there through the lands, but which are 
yet effectual to irrigate them; and to 
turn, with God’s blessing, the wilder- 
ness into a fruitful garden. And I 
feel myself called upon to state my 
hope and belief that the openings for 
the society’s usefulness, in those parts 
of the continent I visited, will increase. 
I have these reasons for forming this 
conclusion,— 

First: there is, my lord, much of 
real attachment to the cause of the 
Bible, because it is the word of God. 
I mean, that there is a very consider- 
able feeling of that important truth, 
that the Scriptures are the gift of God 
to man, able to make him wise unto 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus, 
and that they should therefore be uni- 
versally communicated. I think this 
of importance; because, wherever 
this conviction exists, it is a principle 
strong enough to overcome prejudices, 
fears, and suspieions, and to lead to 


hearty efforts for the circulation of the 
pure Scriptures. This was the case 
especially, I think, at Berlin, and with 
the members of the Bible Society in 
that city. And I could not*but feel, 
my lord, as it respects that city, how 
wonderful are the ways of God! that, 
in a kingdom where infidel sentiments 
once prevailed to so great an extent, 
and spread thence over other parts 01 
Europe, there should now be so pre- 
valent and increasing an influence of 
attachment to the divine volume! 
How often does God permit man to 
put forth his puny efforts against bis 
strength and truth! and when, like 
the waves of the sea, they have broken 
themselves by vainly dashing against 
it, then he exhibits the immutable ma- 
jesty of his eternal purposes of mercy, 
like the unshaken rock; while breath- 
ing forth his blessed Spirit, he quiets 
the troubled waters, and changes them 
from the dark tempestuous flood, full 
of danger and trouble, to a calm, still 
scene; filling the mind with delight, 
and declaring the power of his pre- 
sence and blessing. 

Secondly: there is also, my lord, a 


very cordial affection for the cause of 


the Bible Society. I should lie against 
the truth, if I were not to say, that to 
be a friend and an agent for the Bible 
Society is a better passport for the tra- 
veller, in many parts of the European 
continent, than any other. These may 
commend him to the protection of the 
civil authorities; but to belong to the 
Bible Society is a passport to the best 
affections of the excellent of the earth 
in those lands. This affection promises 
well for the progress of your society’s 
labours. 

There is also a considerable degree 
of real piety on the continent. There 
are a vast number (vast, compared 
with what some suppose in this coun- 
try) of truly pious and excellent per- 
sons; and the number of these is in- 
creasing. It is important to observe, 
that those individuals who most readily 
concurred in promoting the circula- 
tion of the pure Scriptures were such 
as are most distinguished for true piety. 
These felt most deeply the importance 
of our object : these entered most fully 
into the propriety of those principles 
which now regulate the labours of our 
Society. I could not but experience 
a peculiar pleasure, when at Wittem- 


burg, the town where Luther dwelt, 


and the chief scene of his labours ; 
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where lie Luther's bones on one side 
of the church in which I worshipped, 
and Melancthon’s on the other; where 
futher’s statue graces that market 
place, and that spot on which he com- 
menced the Reformation by burning 
the bull of the pope; in whose street 
is seen the house yet standing on which 
is written, ‘‘ Here lived and died Me- 
lancthon ;” I found, in the very con- 
vent which Luther inhabited, (and 
where yet remains his room, with the 
very, table, chair, and stove he used,) 
treading the court he trod, looking 
out on the windows he so often looked 
through, going in and out through the 
same gateway he so often passed 
through, an excellent minister, par- 
taking of Luther’s spirit, because he 
knows Luther's God, and entering 
cordially into Luther’s zeal for the 
universal circulation of the Hely 
Scriptures. 

And this is, my lord, after all, the 
strongest ground of encouragement, 
that our cause is the cause of Gad. It 
seems manifestly his purpose to circu- 
late the Bible through the earth: and 
where God purposes to give his bless- 
ing, we, using our endeavours to ac- 
complish bis designs, shall not labour 
in vain. At the same time, I deem it 
only consistent with truth to state, 
that Iam more than ever convinced 
of the importance of that principle on 
which the society circulates the pure 
Scriptures only; for she is not only 
distributing the word of God, but she 
is showing and teaching the distinc- 
tion between the word of God and 
every thing which is but the word of 
man, of whatever degree of excellence 
that word of man may be. She is at 
once diffusing the Scriptures and ele- 
vating them. She says with one voice, 
‘* Search the Scriptures ;” and at the 
same time, ‘‘ All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God.” She is maintain- 
ing a distinction never to be forgotten. 

Rev. Dr. Paterson, from Russia.— 
When I recollect, that it is only 
twenty-four years since the British 
and Foreign Bible Society was esta- 
blished; and when I take a view of 
what it has, by the divine blessing, 
been enabled to accomplish during 
that comparatively short period; Iam 
compelled to exclaim, ‘‘ What hath 
God wrought!” If I look at the list 
of the languages into which the Scrip- 
tures have been translated, or are 


translating, and compare it with the 
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geography of the world, I can scarcely 
find any great nation on the earth, 
into the language of which a part, at 
least, of the Scriptures has not been 
rendered. If 1 look to Europe, there 
is scarcely a tribe, however small, 
which does not possess, in its own lan- 
guage, Heaven’s best boon to man. 
If I look to Asia, I find the Scriptures 
in almost every language spoken by 
the inhabitants of that great cradle of 
the human race: and the same may 
be said concerning the great conti- 
nents of North and South America. 
And with regard to Africa, where the 
least has been done for the circulation 
of the Scripture; yet, having given it 
to the Arabs, and in the language of 
Abyssinia and Egypt, you have put the 
word of eternal life into a great por- 
tion of the languages of its inhabit- 
ants. IfI look at the great islands oi 
the Pacific, I see there the lame man 
Jeaps as a hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb is loosened; for, by your in- 
strumentality, and that of others, the 
waters of life have broken out in that 
wilderness. Yes, my lord, you have 
been the instruments of causing the 
water of life to flow to almost all coun- 
tries and people and tongues: and 
already we see, on each of the sides 
of the river, the tree of life bearing its 
fruit every month, and whose leaves 
are for the healing of the nations. 
But, my lord, much as you have 
been enabled already to accomplish 
in the way of giving the Scriptures in 
the various languages of the world, I 
am sorry to reflect that so little has 
been actually done in giving circula- 
tion to the Scriptures among its inha- 
bitants. With all that this society and 
similar institutions have been enabled 
to effect in the last twenty-four years, 
I do not suppose that there exist at 
this moment twenty millions of copies 
of the Scriptures on the face of the 
earth: and what are twenty millions 
among the thousand millions of its 
inhabitants! There must be at least 
two hundred and thirty millions of fa- 
milies as yet shut out from the waters 
of life: and what are we doing to sup- 
ply these two hundred and thirty mil- 
lions of families with the word of God ? 
Why, I find, from your own Reports, 
that not more than half a million of 
copies are issued annually by all the 
Bible societies in the world: and, at 
this rate, it would require four bun- 
dred and sixty years before we could 
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supply all the families of mankind with 
this sacred book; and this without any 
allowance for the injuries of time. I 
mention this not to discourage, but to 
show that it is no season to relax in 
our exertions, but to increase them 
tenfold; and to show the necessity 
there is to call ferth the best energies 
of all who love the Scriptures to unite 
with us in making the word of the 
Lord to run, to have free course, and 
to be glorified. And I confess, for 
one, that I should for ever despair of 
seeing the noble design of this society 
carried into execution,— that of giving 
the Bible to every family of the human 
race, and to every individual, if pos- 
sible,—did I not look forward to a 
aap at no great distance, when 

ible societies, following the example 
of this noble institution, shall be insti- 
tuted among all nations and all tribes 
inhabiting this globe. With these sen- 
timents, my lord, I feel much grieved 
to reflect, that the exertions of Bible 
societies in this country, and particu- 
larly abroad, should have been crip- 
pled in any measure of late: and I 
feel doubly grieved when [ reflect that 
this has been the case with the Rus- 
sian Bible Society, an_ institution 
which has done more to fill the world 
with Bibles than any other similar 
institution, your own alone excepted : 
and in proof of this, let me state what 
it was able to perform during the four- 
teen years of its existence. In that 
period we were enabled, by the divine 
blessing, to translate the Scriptures, 
or parts of the Scriptures, into seven- 
teen languages, in which they never 
before were printed: we printed them, 
in all, in thirty different languages, 
and put them in circulation in forty- 
five. The whole number of copies of 
the Scriptures which were printed, 
was_no fewer than 876,106 : and, when 
{ quitted Petersburgh in May last, to 
return to’ this country, I left in the 
depository of that city about 200,000 
copies: so that, making allowance for 
what may remain unsold, it will ap- 
pear that 600,000 copies have been 
put in circulation. Let no one say 
this is asmall number, compared with 
the millions of Russians: it is, at least, 
one copy to twenty families in that 
vast empire: and I trust there is not 
a village in Russia in which the leaven 
of the gospel has not been deposited 
by the Bible Society. And if we be- 
lieve that ‘the kingdom of heaven is 


like unto leaven, which a woman took 
and hid in three measures of meal tili 
the whole was leavened,” I am con- 
vinced we shall neither despise what 
has been done, nor call it a day of 
small things. And I am bappy to be 
able to state to this venera fe meet- 
ing, that the leaven of the gospel has 
begun to ferment in that vast empire ; 
that it is diffusing its sacred influence 
far and wide; and we have reason to 
hope that its blessed effects will ere 
long be felt on the whole mass. But, 
of all the great things which we were 
enabled, by the blessing of God, to 
effect in Russia, the greatest of all 
was, our having succeeded in giving 
the people the New Testament, the 
book of Psalms, and the first eicht 
books of the Old Testament, in Mo- 
dern Russ; and of these we printed 
324.000 copies. I am persuaded, that 
if the Russian Bible Society had done 
no more than this, and this society had 
done no more than being instrumental 
in directly promoting this glorious re- 
sult, that both they and you would 
have merited the eternal gratitude of 
the church of the living God: and I 
am persuaded that this circumstance 
alone will form an era in the history 
of the church of Christ upon earth. [ 
recollect, in the year 1812, when I 
had the honour of presenting a memo- 
riat in your name to the great and 
good Alexander, praying his sanction 
to the formation of a Bible Society in 
Russia, in which I had incidentally 
mentioned our design of giving the 
Calmucs the Scriptures in their lan- 
guage, he remarked to Prince Galit- 
zin, ** T rejoice to see that the Calinucs 
are to have the Scriptures in their own 
tongue; but it grieves me to see that 
nothing is to be done for my Russian 
subjects:’’ and it is to this feeling in 
that august monarch, that Russia is 
indebted for the best boon ever be- 
stowed on her,—the Holy Scriptures 
in her own vernacular tongue. I re- 
gret to state that circumstances have 
taken place which have much altered 
the appearance of things in that coun- 
try as it regards the Bible Society. I 
will not refer farther to them; but 
take this opportunity of stating, that 
there are indications that, ere long, 
the Bible Society in Russia shall be 
restored in all its glory, and go hand 
in hand with you in making the word 
of eternal life to ‘run and be glorified 
to the ends of the earth. 
































It gives me peculiar pleasure to be 
able to state, that his present imperial 
majesty has, on every occasion, shown 
himself decidedly friendly to the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures in his coun- 
try; and I hope, ere long, to be able 
to redeem the pledge which I gave 
him in May last, toreturn to my post, 
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and assist in circulating the Scriptures 
through all the regions of that vast 
empire. And, much as I am attached 
to my native country, and warm as my 
feelings are to many of its inhabitants, 
I hope, if health be granted to me, that 
Ishall not be backward toobey the call. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 





From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 
IRISH MISSIONS. 
Tue progress of the Reformation from popery in Ireland, and the extensive 
benefits arising from the laborious and indefatigable efforts of our missionaries 


to spread the pure gospel of Christ among their countrymen, are interestingly 
marked in the following Extracts of Letters recently received. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Sulli- 
van, dated Ennis, April 24, 18238: 
‘¢ The missionaries have laboured un- 
der great disadvantages in this coun- 
try, for want of prayer leaders and 
class leaders; and the same disadvan- 
tages still exist. The good desires 
produced by the preaching of the gos- 
pel are often lost, in consequence of 
not having proper persons to watch 
over, advise, and pray with the people 
in the absence of the missionary. — It 
is almost impossible to form societies 
in this country, in consequence of the 
smallness of the Protestant popula- 
tion. I suppose the proportion of Pro- 
testants to papists is not more than one 
to thirty; and, at least, one half of this 
small proportion are the gentry of the 
country. There are, however, a few 
who are valiant for the truth; they 
are not ashamed of Christ and his 
cross. Thank God, there are still a 
few burning and shining lights in this 
benighted country. May the leaven 
spread until all are leavened ! 

‘No words can describe the state 
of the poor Romanists in this place; 
they are enveloped in ‘thick dark- 
ness,’ the awful effects of which are 
seen and felt every day. Their clergy 
have taken from them the key of 
ixnowledge, and have imposed the most 
monstrous absurdities upon them. The 
Bible is held in the greatest contempt 
imaginable by some of the clergy. A 
reverend father in this town was heard 
to say, ‘That Bible is the cause 
of all the disturbance now in this coun- 
try.’ [t is impossible for the gospel to 
meet with more determined opposi- 
tion, than it meets with in this coun- 
try; notwithstanding, light and truth 
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are spreading, and working their way 
through clouds of darkness and super- 
stition; and although their progress 
is not very rapid. yet it is very sure. 
There are hundreds of Catholics in 
this country that have a strong desire 
to read the Scriptures, and really 
would read them, only they are afraid 
their clergy will impose penances, 
and keep from them the rites of their 
church. I do not think that there is a 
people in the universe that would re- 
ceive the gospel with more readiness 


and affection than the Romanists of | 


Ireland, if they were allowed liberty 
of conscience. 

‘This mission tales in part of four 
counties; namely, Clare, Galway, 
Kerry, and Tipperary. It is sixty- 
nine Irish miles from one extremity of 
it to the other. I have been often ex- 
posed to great danger while crossing 
the Shannon from Kilrush to Tarbut : 
one instance I beg leave to mention, 
as it has a tendency to show that there 
is a particular providence over the 
servants of God. In the middle of 
last month, it being my regular time 
to visit Tarbut, I found a boat going 
from Kilrush to Kerry, into which I 
entered. We had not got many yards 
from the shore, when I found that the 
boatmen were in a state of intoxica- 
tion, and that there was not a sufili- 
cient quantity of ballast in the boat. 
I advised them to take in more bai- 
last, or a reef of the mainsail; but they 
would do neither. The wind blew 
very strong from the west. As soon 
as we got under weigh, the sea began 
to turn in over the lee gunnel, and 
soon after to beat over us; through 
mercy we got safe to the place, where 
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I got on shore. I again advised them 
to take in more ballast, as they had to 
beat against a strong wind and tide, 
to the place where they lived. They 
replied, ‘There is no danger;’ and 
immediately put out again. Ina few 
minutes after, the boat was upset, and 
went to the bottom: the two unfortu- 
nate boatmen perished. I see the pro- 
vidential hand of God in this singular 
deliverance ; and I feel gratefu! to 
him for his watchful care over me; 
and I am fully determined to devote 
my lengthened days to his honourable 
and delightful service.” 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Lamb, 
dated Galway, April 25, 1828: ‘I feel 
gratified in sending you the pleasing 
information of some improvement in 
Galway, which is the head of the mis- 
sion. I found it, on my first coming, 
in a very depressed state. The inha- 
bitants stood aloof from eur house, to 
which the prejudices of popery con- 
tributed in no small degree. But, 
thank God, things are quite changed. 
My congregation on sabbath days in 
this town is now of an overflowing 
character, highly respectable, and most 
attentive to the word preached. The 
congregation is now attached to us; 
and by visiting them frequently, and 
speaking closely to them, I hope they 
will, by degrees, in the course of time 
hecome united to the whole system of 
Methodism. It is truly delightful to 
see our house crowded, on preaching 
evenings, from the pulpit to the door. 
Some time sinceit was almost deserted. 
Many Roman Catholics hear the word 
of Godin our house, from time to time, 
and many of them have, from my hand, 
received the inspired volume with 
every appearance of sincerity of in- 
tention. Cunnemana. which is the 
desert end of this mission, and which 
extends to the westward of Galway, 
fifty Irish miles in length, is visited by 
your missionary in this station. To 
paint truly the moral destitution of 
this country would be as difficult as is 
the access to its many mountains, and 
bogs, and valleys. Through this moral 
waste your missionary has endeavour- 
ed to penetrate. He preaches the gos- 
pel in many parts of it, and distributes 
the word of God to its inhabitants. In 
the centre of this wilderness we have 
a good and happy society, though we 
have no person to meet it formally, 
but when visited by the preacher. Our 





Missionary Notices. 


Biblecommittee, inthis town, not being 
able to supply me with sufficient num- 
bers of eopies of the Bible for distribu- 
tion through this country, some ladies, 
among whom is the lady of the very 
reverend Warden Daly, of Galway, 
have formed a plan of collecting money 
for the purpose of purchasing the Scrip - 
tures, at a cheap rate, to be distributed 
by me on this destitute end of my mis- 
sion. Two things I find by experience 
must be attended to, in doing genera! 
good through these wilds; namely, 
visiting the people in their houses, and 
giving them the Scriptures. Loughua, 
another station on this mission, lying 
westward of Galway, twenty-six Irish 
miles, is doing well; here we have a 
tolerable congregation, and a good 
society. A good inissionary associa- 
tion has been formed here lately.—- 
There are some other places, of minor 
importance compared to these men- 
tioned, visited by your missionary. 
On the whole, considering the dense 
mass of darkness generated by popery, 
your missionary thanks God, and takes 
courage in looking at the result of his 
labours since his coming into this 
stafion. 

‘*T hope, in the ensuing summer, to 
fall in with some of the migrating 
tribes of people, who, in Cunnemana, 
quit their winter residence, and take 
their flocks and herds with them, into 
the mountain districts, and live there 
for months,” 

Extracts of a letter from Mr. Saul, 
dated Magherafelt, May 1, 1828: “Our 
mission is going on well; we have some 
new classes, various conversions, and 
many have died in the Lord since last 
conference; an account of one of 
which is particularly interesting : 

** Died, near Bellughy, on the Mag- 
herafelt mission, Dennis O’Mullin, 
aged sixty-eight years, a convert from 
popery. He was born in 1760, of Ro- 
man Catholic parents, and rested con- 
tented in the performance of the ‘ wiil 
worship’ and ‘voluntary humility’ of 
that corrupt and fallen church, until 
his thirtieth year; having at that time 
been married two or three years. His 
eldest son was baptized by the priest. 
He then began to feel his want of ed- 
ucation, not knowing a letter; and by 
Mrs. Margaret Stafford, an excellent 
and pious member of our society, still 
living, he was taught the alphabet, 
and afterwards to read. The Bible 





































































then became his study, and produced 
serious thoughts. Being a tradesman, 
he went to Ballymene to work, and 
there he heard the gospel by Methodist 
preachers. Reiuraing home shortly 
after, he requested his kind instruct- 
ress to get him admission into the 
quarterly love feast, held in Decem- 
ber, in Castledawson. In that meet- 
ing he was deeply convinced of sin; 
and on the next day (Sunday) he at- 
fended a class meeting; and, three 
months afierwards, obtained a clear 
evidence of pardoning mercy through 
faith in the blood of the Lamb. So 
fully was he satisfied of the errors of 
popery, that, from the hour in which 
he was convinced of sin, he never at- 
tended another mass, save once, by 
agreement with his aged father, 1n or- 
der to induce him to hear a Methodist 
preacber: this was a happy circuin- 
stance, fur it ultimately led to the old 
man’s salvation. The kind instruct- 
ress of Dennis assisted him in visiting 
and conversing with his father, and 
pointing him to that Saviour who gives 
a rest to the returning penitent, which 
the mass, or the absolution of a fellow 
sinner, In vain pretends toeffect. Al- 
though advanced in years, and, of 
course, dull in learning, yet, by God's 
blessing ou the meaus employed, tiie 
aged manacquired the heavenly lesson ; 
and with his last faltering breath ex- 
pressed to those around him his en- 
lightenedand gospei hope; saying also, 
joyfully, ‘** Youder is Christ: I go to 
meet him;’’ and expired. The bre- 
thren of Dennis, although still under 
the trammels of popery, were quite 
satisfied as to their father’s happy 
death. Dennis suffered much perse- 
cution from his relatives, and from 
the Roman Catholic priesthood; yet, 
by the grace of God, be stood firm, 
and walked uprichtly; and often with 
a Christian spirit warned them ‘to 
quit their idolatry ;’ so that, in latter 
years, they gave him up as lost to 
them. The mind of Dennis being now 
roused to activity, he soon learned to 
write, and cast accounts; and in two 
years after he obtained mercy, such 
was his improvement in divine things, 
that he was appointed to the office of 
class leader; which office he sustained 
with fidelity and success for thirty-six 
years. By diligence and economy he 
had saved from his earnings a sum 
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sufficient to purchase Dr. Coke’s 
Commentary, in six volumes; and the 
writer of this sketch was delighted to 
find that he had bequeathed to each of 
his six sons ove volume of the Com- 
mentary. These sons are all of de- 
cidedly Protestant principles. Den- 
nis became an able advocate for the 
doctrines of the sacred writings; and 
being neither afraid nor ashamed of 
the truth, he many times stoud for- 
ward in defence of them, believing 
them to be of God, and having expe- 
rimentally proved that they yielded, to 
the sincere and humble soul, peace, 
hope, and joy in believing. For many 
years previous to his death he suffer- 
ed great affliction of body; but he 
bore the cross with patience and 
Christian fortitude: while able, he 
always occupied his seat in the house 
of God; the services of which he care- 
fully attended (although in pain) until 
a few days before his death. As the 
relation of his experience at our love 
feasts was cheering and edifying, se 
the closing scenes of his mortal career 
were hopeful and blessed. His last 
illness commenced on the 23d of Fe- 
bruary: his sufferings were great; yet 
he was never heard to murmur. To 
brother M-Dowell he said, he felt no 
anxiety respecting death; that he had 


nothing to fear from it; no doubts of 


his acceptance with God; was resign- 
ed, and satisfied to get bome. To an- 
other friend he expressed his thank- 
fulness to get home; that to him 
‘Christ was precious.’ His friend 
repeated the Jine,— 

‘My Jesus hath done all things well.’ 


He said, ‘I think so.’ The farewell 
message he sent to his kind instruct- 
ress, who from infirmity was unable 
to walk to see him, was, ‘ Tell her, 
that my anchor is cast within the 
veil.’ At eight o’clock on the morn- 
ng of the Ist of March, 1828, he fell 
asleep in Jesus. His funeral sermon 
was preached on the 3d of March, in 
Belloghy chapel, (by J. Saul,) from 
Gen. xlix, 33: ‘ And he was gathered 
unto his people.’ 

‘¢ Several Romanists have continued 
since to attend preaching. The pow- 
erful and undeniable evidence of the 
holy life and happy death of Dennis 
O'Mullin, it is hoped, will be pro- 
ductive of great good.” 
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CAFFRARIA, or CAFFRELAND.—The extraordinary ardour of the Caffre 
tribes to be favoured with the residence of missionaries among them, is 
strongly marked in the following extract of a letter from Mr. Shepstone to 
Mr. Shrewsbury, transmitted to him during the holding of the Albany Dis- 


trict Meeting at Graham’s Towa. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Shep- 
atone to Mr. Shrewsbury, dated But- 
terworth: ‘ A few days after you left 
Butterworth to attend the district 
meeting, a man of considerable con- 
sequence in Dapa’s tribe arrived here, 
to inquire when Dapa’s missionary 
might be expected. The anxiety of 
the chief and of his people to receive 
a messenger of peace, is greater than 
ever. In fact, a contention has arisen 
between Dapa and one of his princi- 
pal men, relative to the place where 
the missionary shall reside; each one 
urging his special claim to the honour 
and privilege of having the mission 
premises close beside his own kraal. 
Dapa’s great captain urges, ‘ Your 
mother was married to my brother; 
she returned to my care in her old 
age, and by my kraal was she buried ; 
and as the mission will spring out of 
her ashes, here must the missionary 
dwell; his house must be by her grave.’ 
These arguments he farther strength- 
ened by appealing to the fact, that he 
was the first man who found Dapa’s 
mother when wrecked on the coast. 
Dapa replies, ‘ The institution must be 
mine : I first called for the missionary, 
and he comes at my request:’ besides 
that, he is the acknowledged chief of 
the tribe. But, rejoins the other, 
‘ Did our great woman descend from 
you, or you from her? Since we are 


the counsellors of your father, if you 
descended from her, even though you 
are a chief, and an old man, you are 
our child, and cannot claim what be- 
longs to your mother, and not to you.’ 
To all this reasoning, (continues Mr. 
Shepstone,) I replied, ‘ A missionar 
will be the friend of you all, and will 
unite you, and strive to do you all 
good; on the particular spot where he 
shall dwell, you must not indulge con- 
tention.’ With this answer the depu- 
ted messenger was well pleased. He 
also gave me the following message 
personally from the chief, ‘ Dapa says, 
I am now very ill; but let the mis- 
sionary come, that he may bury my 
bones.’ 

** A short time ago, a wagon was 
reported to be on the way to Mam- 
bookieland. Conceiving that it was 
the missionary, the captain who has 
contehded with Dapa for the residence 
of the missionary, sent and called the 
wagon to come to him, as his lawful 
right; but, great was their disappoint- 
ment when it proved to be the wagon 
of an honest trader, who had ventured 
so far from the colony. Here, then, is 
an entire people earnestly asking for 
Christian instruction, with their chief 
foremost in the plea; and, shall no 
missionary be sent, not only to inter 
his bones, but to show him and his 
people the way to everlasting felicity? 





OBITUARY. 
—<- 


DEATH OF THE REY. 


Tue Rev, Samuel Doughty, the 
subject of the following memoir, was 
a native of Philadelphia, born Jan. 
1794, and descended of James and 
Margaret Doughty, who were highly 
respectable and deeply pious, and 
honoured of God in being enrolled 
among the original wembers of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in this 
place. 

While residing in Pittsburg, in 1816, 
Samuel became a subject of the re- 


SAMUEL DOUGHTY. 


newing grace of God, and united him- 
self with our church in that city. 
About that time he wrote to his sister 
in Philadelphia—* Well, indeed, am 
I convinced of the great necessity of 
religion, of that wonderful change of 
heart that makes man an entire new 
creature.” In the year following, he 
adds, ‘I still feel my sou] athirst for 
holiness, and wish to be making ad- 
vances in the divine life.”” He sub- 
sequently changed his residence to 
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Philadelphia, and in a few years after- 
wards: to Cumberland county, West 
Jersey, near Bridgeton, where, in 
1822, he became a licentiate in the 
local connexion. 

In 1823, he offered himself, and was 
admitted on trial as an itinerant 
preacher of the Philadelphia confer- 
ence. During that and the following 
year he travelled Asbury circuit, in 
East Jersey, and the two next years 
was stationed at New-Brunswick, in 
the same state. In both these fields 
of labour he acquitted himself in a 
manner highly honourable to himself, 
and advantageous to the church. In 
1627 and 1828, he was appointe: to 
the St. George’s station in this city. 
He had been admitted to the office of 
a deacon in 1825, and to that of an elder 
in 1827. It ought here to be stated, 
to the praise of brother Doughty, that 
though a junior member of conference, 
after he had been stationed at St. 
George’s one year, so highly were the 
societies pleased with his ‘* conversa- 
tion, his spirit,’ and preaching, that 
the next year they solicited and ob- 
tained his continuance, and his ap- 
pointment to the pastoral charge of 
the station. And it was truly grati- 
fying to witness the tribute of affection 
paid to his memory in the sympathy 
and grief evinced by the numerous 
and weeping members of his charge, 
who followed him to the grave. 

Samuel Doughty, as a preacher, 
possessed talents which rendered him 
interesting, popular, and useful. Fre- 
quently his discourses were truly elo- 
quent and pathetic, and nad his voice 
been equal to his other qualifications 
as a speaker, he would have attained 
much greater eminence. That his 
literary and theological acquirements 
were highly respectable, no one can 
doubt who has read his sermons, pub- 
lished in the Methodist Magazine, 
especially the one on Hos. vi, 4, en- 
titled ‘* Instability in Religion.” 

A prominent trait in the character 
of our departed brother, was an ardent 
zeal for the glory of earth and heaven, 
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which was “seen of men” by the in- 
terest he took in the success of the 
great benevolent institutions of our 

e. He was the eloquent advocate 
of the Bible cause and the missionary 
enterprise. In those *‘ good things,” 
Sunday schoois, tract societies, and 
the colonization of the injured children 
of Africa, he was “zealously affect- 
ed.” But he was particularly active 
in the promotion of the interests of 
sabbath schools, both before and after 
he became a minister of the gospel. 
In the former of these periods, whilst 
he resided in this city, he superintend- 
ed, with great acceptance, one of the 
schools attached to our church; and 
at the time of his death he was engaged, 
with the rest of the preachers, and a 
number of the members of society 
here, in organizing and bringing into 
full operation a Conference Sunday 
School Union, auxiliary to the Sunday 
School Union of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. Of this he was elected 
the corresponding secretary. 

His death occurred in Wilmington, 
Del., on the 17th September, at the 
house of the Rev. Solomon Higgins, 
stationed preacher in that borough, at 
whose invitation he left this city on 
the 27th August, to assist in opening 
a Methodist church which had been 
recently erected there. He stopped 
at the Chester camp meeting on his 
way. On reaching Wilmington, he 
was arrested by an inflammation of 
the liver, and was unable to accom- 
plish the object of his visit. From an 
eye witness, we learn that he died in 
‘*perfect peace.” 


“Calm was his exit: 
Night dews fall not more gently to the ground, 
Nor weary worn out winds expire so soit.’’ 


Only a short time before his death 
he remarked to a friend, that “‘ he bad 
examined death in all its forms, and 
rejoiced that it had no terrors for him.’’ 
And thus our brother died “‘ in sure 
and certain hope of a blessed immor- 
tality.” T.S. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 26, 1828. 





DEATH OF THE REV. 


Tue Rev. John Gamewell was an 
old veteran in the cause of religion, 
and also in the work of the ministry. 
Ife entered the travelling connexion 
in 1800; in 1802 he was ordained a 


JOHN GAMEWELL. 


deacon, and in 1804, he was ordained 
an elder, and has continued with un- 
wearied and undeviating steps in the 
blessed and glorious work to the day 
of his death. He was a man of some 





Dacor 


ii fe 
EEN it? PRIN 
ee re, eS xs 


Bae iis seis eg 
Sse ae ee é 













































438 


eccentricity and peculiarity in his 
manner of expression and conduct; 
but of great firmness and stability in 
whatever he believed to be agreeable 
to the will of his divine Master. He 
did not possess so popular tzlents as a 
preacher as many others, but was a 
man of great piainness of speech, and 
very poloted in reproving vice, and 
whatever he thought to be contrary to 
the principles of right. In prayer 
perhaps few exceeded him, both as to 
the peculiarity and energy of expres- 
sion, and the fervour with which he 
addressed the throne of grace. 

For a few years before he died, he 
had a superannuated relation in the 
South Carolina Conference, not being 
able effectually to fill a station or a 
circuit. But he observed io some of 
his friends, that although (on account 
of his debility) he had a located body, 
yet he had an itinerant soul:—that his 
soul was as much in the good and the 
great cause as it ever was. And his 
conduct proved this to be the real sen- 
timent of his heart; for he was out 
travelling and preaching as much as 
his feeble body was able to bear. And 
it was upon one of his preaching tours 
that he died, at a considerable distance 
from home. 

A sister of his whovisited him in his 
illness, wrote a short account of his 
Jeath to sister Gamewell. By this 
account it appears that in bis last ill- 
ness he retained an unshaken confi- 
dence in God, and a steadfast hope of 
his acceptance with him. Being asked 
how he felt, he said, “* 1 am poorly, but 
jet the Lord do what he pleases; yes, 
just what he pleases; for I am sure 
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that divine wisdom never can err. 
And as to my family,” said he, “I 
leave them, perfectls relying on the 
Lord; that as he has directed and 
protected me through life, he will 
surely take care of my family.” And 
afterwards being asked about his fa- 
mily, he said, “I leave them in the 
hands of the Lord.”” And some time 
after that he fell asleep, and we have 
no doubt but he has fallen asleep in 
Christ, and has Janded safe on Zion’s 
peacefui shore, 

There all his toils are done, 

His labour and his pain ; 

Has gain’d with Christ a glorious crown, 

Aud ne’er shall sigh again,”’ 

He seemed to have some intimation 
of his death before he left home. Per- 
haps the morning that he left home, 
he said to his wite, ‘- My dear, | have 
got willing to die, if it is the Lord’s 
will to take me. J have always felt,”’ 
said he *:some unwillingness to die ; 
I did not wish to leave you and the 
children; but if it is the Lord’s will 
to take me, I feel perfectly willing to 
go; and can leave you and the chil- 
dren in the hands of God.’’ And thus 
it appears he left home under some 
presentiments that he never should 
see lis family again in this life. And 
so it came to pass; for about four 
weeks after he left home he departed 
this life at the house of a brother 
Gause, in Ovee district, South Caro- 
lina, October 6, 1827. 

‘* His God supports him in his dying hour, 

His dying hour brings glory to his God!” 
Hence we may truly say, ‘‘ Zo die ts gain.” 
JoserH Moore. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


MEMOIR OF MRS. LUCY ORE, 
A native Cherokee. 


Dear DretTureEn,--You will grati- 
fy your Cherokee friends by giving the 
following a place in the Magazine. 

Lucy Ore was born in the Chero- 
ixee nation some forty-five years ago. 
Brought up in a savage land, among 
savage people, where the gospel was 
never preached, and the name of Jesus 
never heard, she was entirely ignorant 
of that salvation wrought out for her 
by the Redeemer of her precious soul. 
But blessed be God! she did not re- 
main thus ignorant until her span of 
life was measured. The missionaries 





of the cross found their way to this 
destitute people, proclaimed to them 
“ Christ the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God,” &c. 

Sister Ore was among the first fruits 
of their labours. At the first camp 
meeting ever he]d in this nation. she 
cast in her lot with the Methodists. 
This meeting was held in Creek Path, 
five years since, under the superin- 
tendence of the Rev. William M‘Ma- 
hon. From that time, until ber sun 
went down in death, she was a light 
in a benighted !and; her conduct de- 
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clared to all her acquaintances that 
she was atrue convert to Christianity. 
Yes, her works abundantly declared 
this; for, as a wife, she was faithful in 
love and obedience ; as a parent, she 
was affectionate to her children. She 
taught them the fear of God, both by 
precept and example, and in this her 
labour was not io vain in the Lord, 
for she lived to see several of them 
happily converted to God. She treat- 
ed her servants with kindness, and 
was very benevolent to her poor neigh- 
bours. 

As a Christian, she was punctual in 
the discharge of her duties. She was 
a constant attendant at the house of 
worship, and when so wealkk in body 
as to be unable to resort thither, she 
requested that we should come to her 
house, and preach the words of life. 
We complied with her request, and 
while we admiuistered the protnises of 
Jesus to the afflicted, her soul caught 
fresh vigour, and she rejoiced in God 
her Saviour. 

While she could walk, she was a 
daily visiter of the secret place, where 
she held converse with her Maker; 
aod when deprived by sickness of this 
best of privileges, she was often heard 
to lament on account of it. 

Frequently while brother Ore (her 
husband) called on God in family 
prayer, her cup was filled, runing 
over. In this she was particularly 
blessed during her illness. 

For the last eight months of her life 
she was a daughter of affliction, most 
of which time she was confined to her 
room and bed. Her disease was of 
the consumptive kind; but under the 
afflicting hand of Providence she 
evinced the fortitude and patience of 
a saint. Ske was reconciled to suffer 
the will of God, when she could no 
longer perform her Christian duties 
in active life. She often said with St. 
Paul, ‘It is far better for me to depart 
and be with the Lord,” but still add- 
ed, ** The will of the Lord be done.” 

As her disease advanced towards 
its last stage, her confidence grew 
stronger and stronger in God. She 
was frequently asked the state of her 
feelings relative to death. She said, 
‘She was not fearful to meet death ; 
her peace was made with God; she 
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was waiting, and anxious to be off.’’ 
Brother Ore asked her, if the thought 
of leaving her children gave her any 
uneasiness of mind. She said, * No;”’ 
—that was all settled ;—she had given 
them into the bands of her Maker. 

A few weeks before her death, bro- 
ther Ore was standing one day near 
her bedside; she appeared agitated in 
body; he inquired the cause: ““O!" 
said she, *‘ my soul is happy,” and re- 
quested him to sing. He sung, 

*¢ And let this feeble body fail,”” &c. 


She rejoiced, and said, ‘* O how good ! 
O how sweet!” Her breath frequently 
grew short, and her soul happy as 
often in the love of Christ. At one of 
those seasons she thought she was cut- 
ting loose from the shores of time, and 
amidst her struggles she raised her 
hand and shouted, **Glory to Jesus !”’ 
A few days after this, the enemy made 
the last attempt to draw her mind from 
God; but she said, “she would not be 
overcome by him, for she trusted in 
Christ, in whom she believed with all 
her heart ;” and soon he was forced to 
leave this dying saint, and for two 
weeks she enjoyed a perfect calm, 
frequently exulting in the love of God. 

A few days before her death, her 
brother, A. Campbell, who is an ex- 
horter in our church, talked with her 
concerning her departure. She said 
it was close at hand, and exhorted him 
to meet her in heaven, where they 
should part no more for ever. Bro- 
ther Ore again asked her the state of 
her mind. She said, ‘‘ Allis well; all 
is clear.” She then encouraged therm 
to. persevere, from the consideration 
that they would meet ia glory. 

On Sunday, the 29th of June, the 
day before her death, she was exceed- 
ingly happy, and praised God that her 
time was near at hand. On Monday 
morning, the 30th of June, 1828, she 
expired in the arms of Jesus. A little 
before her triumphant spirit fled, she 
raised her hand in token of the victory 
she had gained: it fell on ber breast, 
and she is now gone to rest in para- 
dise. Thus lived, and thus died, a 
converted Cherokee. 

'Jonn B. M‘Ferrin. 


Creek Path, Cherokee Nation, 
Aug. 5, 1828, 












































But that is surely theirs alone, 
For they have never, never known, 
A fallen world like this! 


O how shall I, whose native sphere Can stand in the “Eternal Light,” 
Is dark, whose mind is dim, - Thro’ the ‘* Eternal Love !” 
Before the Ineffable appear, . 
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POETRY. 


ti 
THE LAST DAY. 


From Montgomery’s ‘“‘Omnipresence of the Deity.” 



































O say what fancy, though endow’d sublime, 

Can picture truly that tremendous time, 

When the last sun shall blaze upon the sea, 

And earth be dash’d into eternity ! 

A cloudy mantle wil) enwrap that sun, 

Whose face so many worlds have gazed upon ! 

The placid moon, beneath whose pensive beam, 

We all have loved to wander and to dream, 

Dyed into blood, shall glare from pole to pole, 

And light the airy tempests as they roll! 

And those sweet stars, that, like familiar eyes, 

Are wont to smile a welcome from the skies, 

Thick as the hail drops, from their depths will bound, 

And far terrific meteors flash around ! 

But while the skies are shatter’d by the war 

Of planet, moon, rent cloud, and down-shot star, 

Stupendous wreck below !—a burning world !— 

As if the flames of hell were on the winds unfurl’d ! 
* * * * * 


And, lo!—the sea :—along her ruin’d shore 
The white waves gallop with delirious roar! 
Till Ocean, in her agonizing throe, 
Bounds, swells, and sinks, like leaping hills of snow ! 
While downward tumbling crags and torrents sweep, 
And wildly mingle with the blaze-lit deep. 

* * * * * 
Imagination! furl thy wings of fire, 
And on Eternity’s dread brink expire ; 
Vain would thy red and raging eye behold 
Visions of Immortality unroll’d ! 
The last, the fiery chaos hath begun, 
Quench’d is the moon! and blacken’d is the sun ‘ 
The stars have bounded ’mid the airy roar; 
Crush’d lie the rocks, and mountains are no more; 
The deep, unbosom’d, with tremendous gloom 
Yawns on the ruin, like creation’s tomb! 





From the New Baptist Miscellany. 
GOD IS LIGHT. 


Errernat Light! Eternal Light! And on my naked spirit bear ; 
How pure the sou] must be, | That uncreated beam! q 
When placed within thy searching sight, There is a way for man to rise 
it shrinks not—but with calm delight To that sublime abode ; F 
Can live, and look on Thee! An offering and a sacrifice 
The spirits that surround thy throne A Holy Spirit’s energies, G4 
May bear the burning bliss ; An Advocate with God. ze 


These—these prepare us for the sigh: 
Of majesty above ; 
The sons of ignorance and night 









